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Context

The ATIBT forums have become a veritable institution since the first was held in Rome in
1982. Since then, the event has been held in many emblematic cities around the world:
Manaus, Marrakech, Washington, Hong Kong, Lisbon, Valencia, Libreville, Istanbul, Brussels,
Athens, Shanghai, Belém, Bologna, Ho Chi Minh City, Brazzaville, Amsterdam, Milan, Dubai,
and Shanghai again, to name but a few.

In 2022, the forum was held in Nantes at the Carrefour International du Bois. This event also
marked the 70th anniversary of ATIBT, a major milestone for our association.

In 2024, the city of Antwerp has been chosen to host our work. From October 3 to 4, at the
Radisson Blu Hotel, under the theme "Innovation and sustainable wood", nearly 200 ATIBT
members, partners and stakeholders gathered to exchange and share ideas on the major
issues, developments and challenges facing our industry.

Participants

The Antwerp Forum attracted almost 200 participants. See the list of participants on our
website.

The ATIBT was almost fully staffed, headed by its President, General Manager and a large
part of the team, including five of our colleagues based in the Congo Basin, as well as the
staff at our head office in Nogent. Our teleworkers, spread across Belgium, the USA and
several regions of France, were also present.

All our member categories were well represented, from the private sector, civil society,
international institutions, donors, NGOs, government representatives, research institutions,
distributors, producers, service companies and consultancies. This testifies to the diversity of
our platform and the interest aroused by our Forum.

We were delighted to welcome participants from some twenty countries in Europe, Africa,
Asia and the Americas. Among them were 40 participants from Africa, including
representatives of forestry ministries, leaders of professional associations and business
leaders, who were able to make their voices heard at round tables, in informal meetings and
through floor speeches.

The certification bodies for sustainable management, FSC and PEFC/PAFC, represented by
their directors Kim Carstensen and her replacement Dr Subhra Bhattacharjee for FSC, and
Michael Berger for PEFC, were of course present to exchange views and share their
perspectives.


https://www.atibt.org/files/upload/Forum_Anvers_2024/LISTE_participant_ATIBT.pdf

We also offered free registration to students at the Université de Montréal.
Gembloux, encouraging the participation of young talent.

Thanks to financial support from GIZ, we were honored to welcome a delegation of
industrialists from the Shanghai region, including Mr. Li Peixin, Market Director of the
Shanghai Timber Trade Association.

The Forum's debates and round tables were moderated by Mr Claude Garcia, Professor of
International Forest Governance. Claude has been with Atibt for several years, and his
moderating skills contribute to the success of our events.

We would like to highlight the official participation of several important personalities, including
Mr. Jules Doret NDONGO, Minister of Forests and W.ildlife of Cameroon, H.E. the
Ambassador of Cote d'lvoire to Belgium, Mr. Hervé MAIDOU, Executive Secretary of
COMIFAC, as well as Mme Flore KOUMBA PAMBO, co-facilitator of the PFCB representing
the Minister of Water and Forests of Gabon, Mme Générale Elvire Joélle Mailly Zouzou,
National Conservator representing the Minister of Water and Forests of Céte d'lvoire, and
Mme Ivonne Iguero, Executive Secretary of CITES.

Last but not least, we had the honor and pleasure of hearing contributions from nearly fifty
panelists throughout the event.
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Feedback Day 1 - Thursday,

October 2 FORUM OPENING
SESSION

The opening addresses were given by Mr Luc ARNOUTS, Vice-President of the Port of Antwerp,
Ms Francoise VAN DE VEN, President of ATIBT, Mr Hervé MAIDOU, Executive Secretary of
COMIFAC, Ms Flore KOUMBA PAMBO, Co-facilitator of PFCB, representing the Gabonese
Minister of Water and Forests, SEM. Hervé MAIDOU, Executive Secretary COMIFAC, Mme Flore
KOUMBA PAMBO, Co-facilitator PFCB, representing the Minister of Water and Forests of Gabon, SEM
Abou DOSSO, Ambassador of Cote d'lvoire in Belgium, and M. Jules DORET NDONGO, Minister of
Forests and Wildlife of Cameroon.

SEM DORET | SEM DOSSO Ms KOUMBA MR MAIDOU Ms VAN DE MR ARNOUTS
NDONGO PAMBO FRI

Mr. Luc ARNOUTS, Vice-Chairman of the Port of Antwerp, presented the Port of Antwerp, and
explained how the ports of Antwerp and Bruges have been united in 2022, around 3 major functions,
including (1) the traditional function of a port, (2) its function as an industrial chemical cluster, and
(3) its logistics function, which brings great added value, particularly for the timber trade. Timber
from Cameroon and Ghana play a key role here. Sustainability is an important objective for the Port
of Antwerp.

Francoise VAN DE VEN, President of ATIBT, commented that responsibly produced tropical timber is
a valuable resource that plays a crucial role in the economic and social development of many
countries, and must be managed sustainably to ensure its availability for future generations. We face
major challenges, including deforestation, climate change and the need to ensure ethical and legal
business practices. It is our collective responsibility to find innovative and sustainable solutions to
overcome these obstacles, given the opportunities that exist: technological innovation, new
environmental policies and international cooperation that offer promising prospects for the future of
our industry and also of local communities by promoting sustainable economic growth, at a time
when some countries are gradually having to consider the post-oil era.

Mr. Hervé MAIDOU, Executive Secretary of COMIFAC, recalled that in 2021, COMIFAC member
countries had made a declaration of their commitment to the conservation and sustainable
management of the Congo Basin forests. This declaration was supported by a Fair Deal for equitable
payment for the ecosystem services that the forests and peatlands of the Congo Basin provide to the
whole planet. The SE of COMIFAC wishes to take the private sector into consideration in the
implementation of the CEMAC industrialization strategy, as well as compliance with the provisions of
the RDUE. In this way, ATIBT and its partners could develop other projects in line with the
aforementioned commitments and CEMAC's decision to prohibit the export of sub-zero grade
timber.



In the form of Grumes, with a view to the implementation of the sub-regional strategy by the private
sector for the harmonious development of all. Greater involvement of the private sector, ATIBT and
its partners in COMIFAC's thematic working groups is desired as a prelude to preparations for
international negotiations, UNFCCC, CBD, CITES, in particular Cali and Baku for this year and next year
as regards CITES.

Ms. Flore KOUMBA PAMBO, PFCB Co-facilitator, representing Gabon's Minister of Water and
Forests, was proud to point out that Gabon was, in 2019, the first African country to be rewarded
with payments for ecosystem services rendered, through Norwegian funds, to the tune of $150
million over 10 years as part of the Central African Forest Initiative or CAFI. In the run-up to the 29éme
session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change, to be held in Belem, Brazil, in 2025, the spotlight should not be focused solely on the Amazon
Basin. The countries of the Congo Basin, guardians of their forests, should be able to receive the
funding they deserve for their efforts, notably under the new Tropical Forest Forever Facility
announced by Brazil.

HEM Abou DOSSO, Ambassador of Cote d'lvoire to Belgium, said that for Céte d'lvoire, this forum
comes at a particular time, marked by the recent signing on February 19, 2024 in Brussels of the VPA -
FLEGT between Céte d'lvoire and the European Union. This agreement represents a major step
forward in efforts to guarantee the sustainability of supply chains for Ivorian forest products, while
ensuring responsible management of our natural resources. This partnership with the European
Union is a crucial step in the implementation of the Forest Preservation, Rehabilitationa n d
Extension Policy (PPREF) adopted in 2018 by the Ivorian government.

HEM Jules DORET NDONGO, Cameroon's Minister of Forests and Wildlife, made the closing
remarks, mainly to underline the fact that this conference is taking place in a gloomy context, a
situation that could foreshadow a major crisis due to market instability. Strategic reflection is
imperative to "get the timber industry back on track", with strong measures. We need to take
account of the restrictive environment, in particular the Cites and RDUE. The Antwerp forum comes
at just the right time to highlight wood from planted forests. Cameroon has set up a national
program to complete 40,000 ha of plantations, as well as an IT system that has been operational
since April 2021.

The full text of the speeches is available on request from ATIBT.

Watch the video of the speeches

Round Table 1.1 - EUDR status at 3 months of implementation

Current situation: Emmanuel PITTO, European Commission (Env F1 Unit) - by videoconference
Panel :
e André DE BOER, ETTF

¢ Emanuele PITTO, European Commission
e Silvia MELEGARI, CEI-BOIS


https://www.atibt.org/fr/resources/801/opening-speech

e Alessandra NEGRI, LCB
e Michel VAN DEN BOSSCHE, (Customs)
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This session, initially scheduled to take stock of preparations for implementation of the RDUE three
months ahead of its entry into force, was rescheduled following the announcement, the day before,
of a proposal by the European Commission to postpone application of the regulation by one year.

Mr. Emmanuel Pitto of the European Commission introduced the session by giving details of the
postponement proposal. He recalled that the final decision rested with the co-legislators, the
European Parliament and the Council, and that the Commission's proposal was intended to respond
to stakeholders' concerns about their level of preparedness.

Mr Pit insisted that the postponement did not affect other aspects of the EUDR, notably the
development of the information system and the assessment of countries according to the risk of
deforestation. Operationalization of the information system remained a priority, to enable operators
to familiarize themselves with the tool.

This was followed by a Q&A session.

e Raising awareness in producer countries (Mr. Hervé Maidou, COMIFAC): Mr. Maidou
stressed the importance of clear and effective communication with small producers in third
countries. He asked Mr. Pitto about the measures taken by the European Union to support
these countries in raising awareness and implementing the regulation.

o Mr. Pitto points out that the European Commission has set up several initiatives to
support awareness-raising and the development of traceability systems in producer
countries, including multilateral and bilateral dialogue platforms and development
cooperation programs. Mr. Pitto acknowledged that information had not always
been adequately disseminated, and that the regulation had been subject to
misinterpretation. Important clarification: Mr. Pitto pointed out that traceability and
transparency of supply chains were trends already underway before the adoption of
the RDUE, and that the regulation had simply accelerated these processes.

¢ Role of Certifications (Mr. Hugues Serge Mouidy, DF du Gabon): Mr. Mouidy raised the issue
of companies certified for sustainable forest management and asked for clarification on their
positioning in relation to the EUDR.



o Mr. Pitto pointed out that existing certifications can play an important role for
operators in facilitating the collection of information required by the regulation,
including geolocation. However, no certification will be exempt from validation, as
the regulation is based on the principle of due diligence.

Duration of deferral: Mr Mouidy expressed concern about the duration of the deferral, with
some countries having requested a two-year deferral. He suggested assessing the situation of
these countries to determine whether a further delay was justified.

o Pitto considered it premature to discuss a possible extension of the postponement to
two years. He reaffirmed the urgency of the fight against deforestation, and
indicated that the one-year deadline would enable awareness-raising efforts to be
stepped up and the implementation of the regulation to be prepared more
effectively.

The second part of the session, moderated by Claude Garcia, enabled participants to share their
reactions to the announcement of the postponement, and to analyze the opportunities and
challenges it represents.

General surprise: A quick poll revealed that most participants were surprised by the announcement
of the postponement, although it wasn't totally unexpected:

For André de Boer (ETTF), the postponement is good news for the sector, which was not
ready for the implementation of the RDUE. However, he warns against the risk of
complacency, and calls on companies to continue their preparation efforts. It also raises
guestions about the definition of forest degradation and the transmission of sensitive
information by traders.

Sylvia Melegari (CEI-Bois) welcomes the postponement and the clarifications provided by the
European Commission, in particular the reduction of the administrative burden for SMEs and
the clarification of the status of products under the RBUE requirement. It shares its positive
experience of using the Commission's information system, which it considers simple to use
but time-consuming. She recommends that companies set up APIs to automate data entry,
and start using the system as soon as possible.

Alessandra Negri (LCB) recognizes that the postponement offers valuable time for
operational and administrative preparation. She stresses the need for clear, transparent
communication with civil society to avoid misunderstandings and maintain trust. She
recommends that trade associations relay information and train their members. It also
highlights the need to promote companies that have actively prepared for the
implementation of the regulation.

Michel Van Den Bossche, representative of Belgian Customs, explains the role of customs in
monitoring the application of the RDUE. He explains that customs will verify the presence of
a valid Declaration of Due Diligence (DDR) number on customs declarations. In the absence
of this number, customs will be able to block shipments and contact the competent
authorities.

Recommendations and conclusion
The postponement of the RDUE is seen as an opportunity for the wood sector to be better prepared.
implementation of the regulations. A number of key recommendations have been made:

Maintain the sector's mobilization and avoid any slackening of preparation efforts

Clarify ambiguous points in the regulations, in particular the definition of forest degradation
and traders' obligations

Support companies in using the information system, by offering training and technical
support

Communicate transparently with civil society to maintain trust and avoid misunderstandings



General conclusion: The postponement of the EUFR represents a welcome respite for the timber
sector. It is crucial that this time be used to reinforce preparation efforts, clarify the regulation's grey
areas and ensure effective and fair implementation of the EUDR.

Watch the video
Find all presentations on our website

Round Table 1.2 - The point of view from exporting countries (non-EU)

e Ashley AMIDON, Executive Director IWPA

e Elvire Joelle MAILLY ZOUZOU, Directeur de Cabinet du Ministre des Eaux et Foréts,
Conservateur Général de la République de Céte d'lvoire

¢ MOUNCHAROU Djayou Georges Collins, Director CP, Ministry of Forests and Wildlife,
Republic of Cameroon

e Jean Marie NTOUTOUME, SG UFIGA

e LI Peixin, Market Director, Shanghai Timber Industry Association (STTA)

The main objective of this round table was to give the floor to representatives of countries
exporting timber to the EU, in order to understand their perspectives, their concerns and
their level of preparation for this regulation. The discussion focused on the impact of the
European Union Timber Regulation (EUTR) and the postponement of its application.

Participants were able to react to the announcement of the postponement of the regulation and
share their countries' perspectives and concerns regarding the EUDR:

¢ Ashley Amidon (USA) says she's surprised by the RDUE's postponement, but sees it as an
opportunity for SMEs to better adapt to the requirements, particularly in terms of
traceability and geolocation, despite the technological challenges. She notes that large
companies feel ready, but criticizes the lack of clarity on the documents required, and points
to the difficulties specific to the USA.

e General Zouzou (Cote d'lvoire) points out that Cote d'lvoire was already preparing for the
RDUE, and that the postponement will enable this phase to be finalized. She highlights the
experience gained with FLEGT and the importance of synergy between the timber and cocoa
sectors.

e George Mouncharou (Cameroon) presents SIGIF Il as the main national certification tool,
complementing private certification. He questions the relevance of RDUE in the Congo Basin,
given the low rate of deforestation, and expresses concern for local populations.

¢ Jean-Marie Ntoutoume (Gabon) asserts that Gabon was ready for the EUDR and that the
postponement is an opportunity for non-certified operators. He underlines the efforts made
in terms of sustainable management, notably via the "Gabon Track" platform.
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https://www.atibt.org/fr/resources/791/round-table-1-1-eudr-status-report-1-year-before-implementation
https://www.atibt.org/fr/resource-categories/40/atibt-forum-2024-anvers?resource_group_id=96&category-list

Li Peixin (China) notes the decline in tropical wood imports and the growing importance of
artificial forests. He sees the postponement of the EU RD as an opportunity for Chinese
companies to better prepare and adapt to the regulation's requirements.

Several key themes emerged from the panelists' contributions:

The impact of the EUDR postponement: While some panelists, like the representative from
Gabon, saw the postponement as a mere formality, others, like the Executive Director of
IWPA, saw it as an opportunity for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) to comply
with the regulation's requirements, particularly in terms of traceability and geolocation.
Technological challenges for SMEs: Implementing traceability and geolocation systems
represents a major challenge for SMEs, which do not always have the necessary resources
and technical skills. Postponement gives them extra time to adapt.

The role of certification: Discussions highlighted the different approaches to certification.
Cameroon, for example, favors a national certification system, while Gabon encourages
certification for both national and international operators.

The question of responsibility and partnership: The representative from Cameroon raised
the question of responsibility for sustainable forest management, pointing to a possible
imbalance in the distribution of responsibilities between producer countries, buyers and
other players in the value chain. He called for a more equitable partnership and greater
consideration for local realities.

Lack of clarity on EUDR requirements: Several speakers deplored the lack of clarity on the
documents and information required to comply with the EUDR. The absence of precise
guidelines from the European Commission was highlighted, creating uncertainty for
operators.

Challenges :

Clarity of requirements: Lack of clarity on the documents required for timber to enter
Europe complicates preparation, even for players who are already certified, as in Brazil.
Technological difficulties for SMEs: Ashley Amidon points out that the lack of high-
performance IT systems and technical skills is a major obstacle for SMEs.

Harmonization of sectors: In Cote d'lvoire, the alignment between the timber and cocoa
sectors, as well as the definitions of forest and agroforestry zones, are sensitive issues.
Conflicting visions: Cameroon puts forward divergent perspectives on the role of forests -
between development lever and strategic tool for biodiversity and climate.

Compliance with the law: The DRC expresses concern about compliance with regulations by
foreign operators, particularly Chinese, and calls for closer cooperation.

Opportunities :

Time to prepare: The postponement of the EUDR gives industry players time to prepare, in
particular to finalize traceability systems and encourage certification.

Promoting sustainable practices: Certification is a way of highlighting players already
committed to sustainable management, as in Gabon, where revisions to the forestry code
are being considered.

Strengthening partnerships: The RDUE encourages collaboration between producer
countries, the EU and buyers, to ensure full traceability of timber.

Global influence: RDUE could set standards for other countries, contributing to more
sustainable forest management on an international scale.

11



Recommendations:

Clarification of requirements: Provide clear guidelines on the documents required for
compliance, with the support of federations and organizations such as ATIBT.

Support for SMEs: Offer technical and financial support to help SMEs overcome

technological obstacles, including appropriate training.

Encourage certification: Promote certification as a guarantee of sustainability and integrate

this approach into forestry policies.

Creating equitable partnerships: Establishing balanced partnerships between producer countries,
and buyers to ensure fair implementation of the EU RD.

Invest in innovation: Promote research to develop accessible technological solutions for
traceability, in collaboration with research centers and institutions.

General conclusion: The round table highlighted the diversity of viewpoints and situations of non-EU
timber exporting countries with regard to the EUFR. While the postponement of the regulation's
application was generally welcomed, it became clear that effective implementation of the EU RD will
require close collaboration between all players in the value chain, more transparent communication
on the part of the EU, and greater consideration of local specificities.

Watch the video

Find all presentations on our website

Round Table 1.3 - How are players in the EU preparing?

Michael BERGER, General Secretary, PEFC

Kim CARSTENSEN, Executive Director, FSC

Robbie WEICH, Group Compliance Director, Tradelink

Caroline Duhesme, ATIBT, Presentation of the Timber Trade Portal

12


https://www.atibt.org/fr/resources/792/round-table-1-2-eudr-the-point-of-view-from-exporting-countries-non-eu
https://www.atibt.org/fr/resource-categories/40/atibt-forum-2024-anvers?resource_group_id=96&category-list

The aim of this round table was to discuss how markets and stakeholders, including certification
bodies, are preparing for the entry into force of the EUDR (European Deforestation Regulation).
Following the announcement of a postponement of the application, participants shared their
reactions, their concerns and the opportunities offered by this additional time:

Michael Berger (Secretary General, PEFC) observes that there has been no excessive
celebration around the postponement of the EU RD, a sign of continued commitment against
deforestation. He points out that PEFC continues to make adjustments to the EU RD, with
efforts to harmonize forest management standards and strengthen the supply chain. Berger
identifies several challenges, including the alignment of the 46 certification schemes
recognized by PEFC, and the complexity of creating definitions that respect the diversity of
global forestry practices without imposing a Eurocentric vision.

Kim Carstensen (Executive Director, FSC) expresses his disappointment at the
postponement, although he is not surprised, as FSC was ready for the EUDR. He stresses the
importance of maintaining efforts, as the credibility crisis for tropical wood in Europe, due to
concerns about deforestation, demands sustained action. Carstensen sees the EUDR as an
opportunity to restore consumer confidence in tropical wood, and insists on working with
the Chinese market to promote sustainability.

Robbie Weich (Tradelink) is not surprised by the postponement, which he attributes to EU
delays and the absence of practical testing of the system. He stresses the need to use this
delay to carry out simulations and prepare for concrete challenges, such as geolocation
traceability, made complex by volume manufacturing methods. Weich also stresses the
importance of legality in the supply chain, and cites Brazil as an example of legislation
allowing controlled deforestation practices, posing challenges for the RDUE.

Caroline Duhesme (ATIBT) emphasizes the opportunity offered by the EU RD to fill the gap in
European regulators' knowledge of the realities of producer countries. She stressed the
importance of sustainable forest management as a response to the challenge of
deforestation, and highlighted ATIBT's collaboration with national federations to prepare
European operators. She also mentioned the development of the Timber Trade Portal,
designed to centralize regulatory information and facilitate compliance with the RDUE.
Finally, she encouraged better communication on sustainability and certification with the
general public and the relevant authorities.

Audience participation:

o During the Q&A session, concerns and suggestions about EUDR were raised. Ashley
Amidon (IWPA) questions the impact of EUDR on consumer perception of tropical
timber, fearing that a focus on non-compliance could tarnish the sector's image.
Weich, Carstensen and Duhesme respond by stressing the need to provide reliable
data and actively promote sustainability efforts. This discussion underlines the
importance of strategic communication to enhance the value of sustainable
management and counter any negative perceptions.

o Olivier Bonneau (Obbois) points out that the postponement of the EUDR should not
slow down the forestry sector's efforts. On the contrary, this delay is an opportunity
to test traceability systems and reinforce compliance strategies. Three key actions
are proposed: using the postponement to carry out in-depth tests, aiming beyond
mere compliance to integrate sustainability, and improving communication to raise
consumer awareness. Bonneau insists that the EUDR represents a unique
opportunity to add value to sustainable tropical timber, and calls for the deferral to
be transformed into a lever for progress.

13



Key messages :

e The RDUE is seen by the ATIBT and other stakeholders as an essential lever for
promote sustainable management and certification of tropical forests.

¢ Despite the postponement, it's crucial tomaintain momentum and strengthen collaboration and
communication around sustainability to make the EUDR a success.

e Communication needs to be improved to raise public awareness of sustainable practices and
gain recognition for the sustainability efforts of tropical forests.

Opportunities :

* Promoting sustainability: the EU RD provides a framework for promoting sustainable
management and improving the perception of tropical wood on the European market.

* Additional time for adjustments: The postponement of EUDR allows us to fine-tune
processes, test systems and develop tools (such as the Timber Trade Portal) to better
prepare operators for compliance.

o Stakeholder education: Regulation offers an opportunity to educate European regulators and
the general public about the reality of tropical forestry practices and the benefits of
certification.

Challenges :

¢ European regulators fail to grasp local realities
the specific characteristics of producer countries, complicating the implementation of the EUDR.

» Traceability requirements: The need for precise geolocation poses a technical challenge,
particularly for products manufactured from mixed volumes from different sources.

» Negative perception of tropical wood: persistent concerns about deforestation and
sustainability are creating a credibility crisis for tropical wood in Europe.

Recommendations:

* Use deferral to strengthen readiness: Take advantage of the lead time to test systems and
identify potential challenges to EUDR compliance.

e Strengthen communication and education: Highlight sustainable management success
stories, work with the media to provide balanced information and raise consumer awareness
of the importance of certified tropical wood.

* Facilitate international collaboration: Pursue partnerships between European players and
those in producer countries to harmonize practices and promote traceability and
sustainability on a global scale.

General conclusion: The postponement of the RDUE is an opportunity to step up efforts to prepare,
communicate and collaborate on sustainability. Stakeholders stress the need to maintain
momentum, test systems under real conditions and promote sustainable management to restore the
credibility of tropical wood in Europe.

Certification bodies such as FSC and PEFC have a key role to play in raising public awareness and
supporting responsible practices. This timeframe should therefore be used to build a solid and
sustainable framework for the EUDR, contributing to a sustainable future for the timber industry.

Watch the video
Find all presentations on our website
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Round Table 2.1 - CITES: What impact for producer countries? How countries are
mobilizing and preparing for the next CITES COP

1- General information on the round table

The aim of the CITES round table was to enlighten the audience on the measures to be implemented
following recent species listings to the Convention, and their impact on trade, from export in
producer countries to import in consumer countries. It also aimed to analyze how Central African
countries are preparing for upcoming CITES deadlines, particularly CoP20 in 2025.

The round table took place in two main phases. The first was marked by a series of
presentations, including :
¢ Anintroduction by the Secretary General of CITES, Ms Ivonne HIGUERO,
e A presentation on the general context and issues by Franck MONTHE (ATIBT),
e A presentation on CITES in the COMIFAC space, its roles, responsibilities and challenges, by
Hervé MAIDOU (SE COMIFAC),
e A presentation on the role of Belgian customs in the control of Annex Il timber,
by Brenda SANCTORUM (Customs Antwerp),
e Finally, a presentation on the application of EU domestic measures for the sustainability of
species listed in Appendix Il of the Convention, by Barbara SOTO-LARGO MORENO, President
of SRG/EU.

The second phase was devoted to questions addressed to the various panellists, including

e Frédéric DJENGO, Forestry Manager, DRC

e Paulette EBINA, Director of Forests, Republic of Congo

¢ Flore KOUMBA PAMBO, Chair of the CITES Plant Committee and CBFP co-facilitator
¢ Ingrid HONTIS, Sustainability Manager Fedustria/Belgium

¢ Gabriel MOLA MOTYA, President FIB/DRC

Main conclusions of the CITES round table

The round table highlighted the challenges and opportunities related to CITES implementation for the
trade in wood species, with several key points to bear in mind:

e Strengthening international collaboration :

It has been unanimously recognized that the success of a sustainable and legal trade in CITES-
listed timber species depends on strengthened collaboration between states, scientists,
industry and international organizations. This collaboration must translate into more fluid
communication, transparent information sharing, and increased technical assistance to
facilitate compliance with CITES requirements.

e (Capacity building and financial support :

The lack of qualified personnel and resources was identified as a major obstacle to the
effective implementation of CITES, particularly in Central Africa and Europe. Participants
stressed the urgent need to strengthen technical capacities, in particular for
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the development of ACNPs and the implementation of traceability systems. In response, the
CITES Secretary General announced several initiatives underway to mobilize financial and
technical support, notably from international donors.

Clarifying requirements and improving communication :

Central African exporters have expressed difficulties with the European Union's stricter
domestic requirements for the import of CITES timber. They have asked for clarification of
the sustainability criteria used by the EU and improved communication to facilitate
implementation of measures. In return, the EU is encouraged to provide clear and precise
guidelines to minimize delays and complications in obtaining import permits.

Preparedness and proactivity on the part of producer countries :

The importance of careful preparation and a proactive attitude on the part of Central African
countries was stressed, particularly to enable them to effectively defend their interests
during negotiations at CITES meetings. Participants stressed the need for these countries to
be better informed about CITES procedures and timetables, and to equip themselves with
the technical and human resources to prepare sound scientific dossiers.

Potential positive impact of Annex 2 listing :

The listing of species on CITES Appendix 2 can be beneficial to forestry companies if it leads
to more sustainable resource management and greater value-added for tropical timber on
the international market. However, these potential benefits depend on strict compliance
with CITES principles by all stakeholders, as well as the implementation of appropriate
accompanying measures to support producer countries.

Summary of presentations :

1.1 Introduction by the Secretary General of CITES, Mrs Ivonne HIGUERO

In her introductory speech, Mrs Ivonne Higuero reminded the audience that CITES is a legally binding

agreement designed to ensure that international trade in animal and plant species does not threaten
their survival in the wild. She pointed out that some 800 tropical tree species are listed in the CITES
appendices, mainly in Appendix Il, where trade is authorized but strictly regulated.

It highlighted two key requirements for trade in Appendix Il species:

Proof of sustainability (Non-Detriment Finding - NDT): demonstrating that the export will not
have a negative impact on the survival of the species.
Proof of legal acquisition (LAF): guarantee that specimens have been obtained legally.
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Higuero stressed the importance of collaboration between states, scientists, industry and
organizations such as ATIBT to ensure effective implementation of CITES. She also stressed the need
to strengthen communication at national level between authorities and industry players to improve
understanding of CITES-related rules and procedures.

Lastly, she stressed the importance of prior consultation between States, particularly before
proposals to list new species in the CITES appendices.

1.2 Background and issues by Franck MONTHE (ATIBT):

In his presentation on the general context and issues at stake, Mr. Monthe focused on the impact of
CITES in Central Africa, a region where the ATIBT has historically been active. He recalled the three
appendices of CITES, which regulate trade in species according to their vulnerability, with particular
emphasis on Appendix Il, which concerns the majority of timber species listed in the Convention. This
appendix allows international trade, but under strict control conditions.

Several African (Padouk, Doussié, Mahogany) and Latin American (Ipé, Cumaru) species in Appendix Il
were included in Appendix 2 of the Convention at the last CITES CoP, without any real mobilization of
the countries in the region. This raises the important question of the low level of participation by
Central African countries in proposals to list their species in CITES.

CITES ensures the sustainability of the trade, through the development of ACNPs and the production
of export quotas. ACNPs are based on the guidelines in Module 10 of the guide, which provides
specific criteria for assessing the sustainability of tree species. While many Central African countries
have managed to finalize ACNPs, many exporters are encountering difficulties due to the stricter
domestic measures put in place by the European Union for the import of CITES-listed timber.

Finally, he highlighted Central Africa's strengths in sustainable forest management, notably through
forest management practices, certification, research schemes such as DYNAFAC, and traceability
systems. He concluded by underlining the importance of promoting and communicating the region's
efforts towards sustainable forest management.

1.3 Implementation of CITES in the COMIFAC area by Hervé MAIDOU (SE COMIFAC) :

COMIFAC, the intergovernmental organization of Central African states, plays an essential
coordinating role in the application of CITES measures. However, certain weaknesses have been
identified in the preparation of countries in the sub-region for international negotiations:

e Alack of upstream preparation for sub-regional meetings.

e Alack of active participation by all the relevant scientific and technical players.

Faced with these challenges, it is crucial to strengthen collaboration between COMIFAC and ATIBT in
order to improve the position of Central African countries in CITES negotiations. This cooperation will
enable a better articulation of the region's issues and a more effective consideration of common
interests.
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It is also recommended to review negotiation preparation strategies, ensuring that local realities,
economic priorities and forest resource conservation needs are fully integrated into future
discussions.

1.4 The role of Belgian customs in the control of Annex Il timber, by Brenda
SANCTORUM (Antwerp Customs)

The presentation highlighted the key role of the Belgian Customs investigation team in the fight
against illegal logging and CITES enforcement. Cooperation with national and international partners
was highlighted as essential to reinforce the effectiveness of the actions taken.

Belgian customs' working methods are based primarily on a risk-analysis approach, using targeted
risk profiles to better identify shipments to be controlled. If an infringement is detected, procedures
are strict: the shipment is immediately stopped, the goods are secured, and the competent authority
is informed. A detailed report is then forwarded to the public prosecutor for legal action.

The respective roles and responsibilities of customs, the public prosecutor and the competent CITES
authority were also clarified, underlining the importance of inter-institutional collaboration.

Concrete examples were given of the risk indicators used by Belgian customs to target controls, such
as anomalies in customs declarations or non-compliant CITES permits. Finally, recommendations
were made on how to avoid common infringements linked to errors in CITES declarations and
permits, by encouraging better compliance with procedures.

1.5 Applications of EU domestic measures for the sustainability of species listed in
Appendix |l of the Convention, by Barbara SOTO-LARGO MORENO, President of SRG/EU.

European legislation imposes stricter measures for the import of species listed in Appendix B of the
European Regulation, including those listed in CITES. In this context, the scientific authority of each
importing member state must carry out a PCNA to ensure that the import does not compromise the
conservation of the species concerned.

In order to harmonize practices within the European Union, specific assessment criteria for the
import of timber from CITES species have been developed. This process involved in-depth discussions
within CITES scientific groups, consultations with forestry experts, and formal notification to
stakeholders for their comments.

A notification detailing the criteria applied to the import of CITES timber into the European Union is
due to be published shortly. Interested stakeholders, as well as the range states of the species
concerned, are invited to participate in online meetings to discuss the implementation of these
criteria.

1.6 Speech by Ms Flore Koumba Pambo, Chair of the CITES Plants Committee:

Reminder of the Legally Binding Nature of CITES and the Obligations of the Parties
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CITES constitutes a binding legal framework for its member states. It imposes an obligation on them
to ensure that trade in species listed in its appendices is sustainable and does not compromise their
survival. In other words, it ensures that such trade is regulated and not detrimental to the
conservation of the species concerned.

CITES Appendix Amendment Procedure

1. Submission of a Proposal for Amendment: One or more Parties may submit a Proposal for Amendment.
proposed amendments to the appendices.

2. Submission to the Secretariat: These proposals must be submitted to the CITES Secretariat
in good time before each Conference of the Parties (CoP).

3. Public Publication: The Secretariat publishes these proposals on the official CITES website
prior to the COP.

4. Review by the COP Committee: At the COP, Committee 1 evaluates each proposal.

5. Recommendation to the COP: The Committee submits its recommendations to the
Conference for adoption.

6. Coming into force: Adopted amendments generally come into force 90 days after adoption.

Consultation with the Pays de I'Aire de Répartition

When submitting a proposal for the listing of a species, it is essential to consult the countries making
up the species' natural range. This is to ensure informed decision-making and consensus on
protection and trade measures.

Possibility of modifying proposals

It is possible to withdraw, amend or adjust a proposed amendment at any time before the
Conference of the Parties, and even during in-session discussions.

2- General discussion on CITES

Assessment of human, logistical and financial resources: Various stakeholders, such as companies,
public administrations, management bodies and customs, are questioning their ability to meet the
growing demands of CITES. A general lack of qualified personnel and adequate resources has been
noted, affecting the effectiveness of the convention's implementation, both in Central Africa and in
Europe. In particular, Belgian customs acknowledged that the team does not have the additional
resources to cope with the increase in the number of CITES-listed species, but stressed the high level
of motivation of its team and the importance of partnerships in carrying out their mission.

Capacity building and financial support: It is crucial to build the capacity of Central African countries
by offering them targeted financial support to enable them to respond effectively to CITES
requirements. Efforts must be made to ensure that these countries have the necessary resources to
comply with the rules of the convention.

Plea for better communication from the European Union: forestry companies stress the importance
of more transparent communication and clear guidelines from the European Union regarding CITES
timber import requirements. Such a
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communication would promote better compliance while reducing the risk of unintentional errors.

Impact of Appendix 2 listing: CITES Appendix 2 listing can have a positive impact on forestry
companies, provided that all stakeholders rigorously adhere to the principles of the convention. On
the other hand, any deviation from these principles could be detrimental to companies,
compromising their compliance and reputation on the international market.

Watch the video
Find all presentations on our website
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Round table 2.2- Evolution of management plans: from "harvesting" to silviculture and the
role of LKTS

Forest management 2.0; experiences with the elaboration of the first management plan for the
second rotation; experiences with reforestation in forest concessions; approach to valorizing
lesser-known species.

Panelists:

e Nicolas BAYOL (FRMi), Chairman of the ATIBT Forestry and Industry Commission
e Robin DOUCET (Gembloux), PhD in forest management
e Stéphanie DAULLE (TEREA), Forest management expert
e Jean GERARD (CIRAD), Wood expert
e Crispin ILUNGA-MULALA MUSHAGALUSA (Gembloux), PhD student reforestation
e Hugues Serges MOUIDY BOUNGUENDZY (MINEF Gabon), Director General of Forests
e Yanick NKOULOU (ATIBT), Project Coordinator UFA Reforest
e Markus PFANNKUCH (Precious Woods), Co-CEO
Armand STOCKMANS (Stockmans Wood Products), General Manager

—

Watch the video
Find all presentations on our website

The first part of the session focuses on the results of the first forest management rotation in the
Congo Basin and the challenges of the second rotation.
Highlights of the first rotation:

* Collaborative success: Nicolas Bayol (FRMi) describes the first generation of development
plans as a "success story", thanks to the close collaboration between administrations,
companies, design offices and researchers. This inclusive approach is highlighted as one of
the keys to success.

+ Significant deployment: 80% of forest concessions now operate under a management plan,
and around a third of production is subject to third-party control, including certification.

* Improved social climate: A significant improvement in the social climate has been observed,
both within companies and with local populations.

* Increased knowledge of resources: Management plans have enabled us to acquire in-depth
knowledge of available resources, the structure of tree populations and potential threats to
their sustainability.
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Challenges for the second rotation :
+ Insufficient diversification: The objective of diversifying the species harvested has not been
satisfactorily achieved. The three main species still account for 2/3 of the volume harvested.

* Low reconstitution rates: Species reconstitution rates are not at 100%. This raises concerns
about the sustainability of certain companies and forest areas. The initial assumption of
compensation through the development of new species between rotations has not yet been
confirmed.

* Low resource utilization: Average forest harvesting remains very low, at just 0.2 m3 per
hectare per year, indicating under-utilization of available resources.

The example of PRECIOUS WOODS - CEB, the first company in the Congo Basin to reach the end of
its first rotation:
Stéphanie Daulle (TEREA) shares the experience of TEREA and PRECIOUS WOODS - CEB, with the
preparation of a management plan for the second rotation. She highlights several important points:
* Complete inventory: A new, complete layout inventory is essential for reliable planning of
the second rotation.

* Integration of new technologies: It is crucial to improve inventory methodology by integrating
modern technologies such as satellite data, remote sensing and GPS.

* Adapting the regulatory framework: The regulatory framework will have to evolve to adapt
to the specificities of the second rotation.

e Consideration of environmental and social issues: The second rotation must take into
account the role of the forest for the climate, biodiversity and local populations.

Markus Pfannkuch (Co-CEO PRECIOUS WOODS) confirms the points made by Stéphanie Daulé and
stresses the importance of complying with national legislation on forest management. In his opinion,
when the management plan is respected and properly followed, a company cannot have any
unpleasant surprises for the second rotation.
The point of view of the Gabonese administration:
e Hugues Mouidy (DG Foréts du Gabon) also believes that a well-designed and implemented
management plan should make it possible to anticipate the species available in the second
rotation.

e Gabon's forestry administration has set up a working group to assess the implementation of
forest management in Gabon.

* He confirms that Gabonese law provides for the renewal of development plans, and that the
administration is working to set a maximum rate for the renewal of concession contracts.

This first part therefore highlights the generally positive results of the first forest management
rotation, while underlining the major challenges to be met to ensure the sustainability and
profitability of the second rotation. Emphasis is placed on the need for greater collaboration
between the various players, the adaptation of methods and a comprehensive consideration of
economic, social and environmental issues.
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The second part opens the discussion on solutions to the challenges of the first rotation.
Reforestation and forestry :

Crispin llunga-Mulala (Gembloux University) presents encouraging results on the enrichment
of felling gaps, with a group of species showing good survival and growth rates. In his view,
to improve the survival and growth of trees planted in forest concessions, it is essential to
know the light requirements of the target species. Once these needs have been identified, a
suitable site must be selected for each species. Felling gaps, degraded areas and abandoned
timber yards offer favorable conditions for forest enrichment. However, species performance
can vary according to the characteristics of these sites.

In the logging pits of south-east Cameroon, fraké showed the best performance of the
species tested (article in preparation), with a survival rate of over 60% and diametric growth
of 14 mm/year. Sapelli did not survive beyond 14 years after planting. In log yards, fraké,
padouk, ayous and tali performed well, with survival rates in excess of 55%, and average
diametric increments of 13 mm/year, 8 mm/year, 6 mm/year and 5 mm/year, respectively.

He mentioned that plantation maintenance, although costly, is essential for good results,
especially during the first seven years after planting.

He stresses the need to choose the right species for planting, according to their light
requirements, and to apply appropriate planting and maintenance methods to guarantee
successful survival of seedlings after planting in the forest.

Diversification of tree species:

Jean Gerard (CIRAD) emphasized the "product" approach, which involves using market
demand and the technical requirements of products as a basis for identifying species to
promote, rather than relying solely on inventory results.

Armand Stockmans (SWP), with 40 years' experience, stresses the need to test new species
on their technical characteristics (drying, planing, stability) and to propose solutions to
overcome any problems (heat treatment, gluing, finger-jointing).

He also stresses the difficulty of convincing buyers (specifiers, architects, etc.) that
to use lesser-known essences, underlining not only the "product" approach, but also the
importance of price as a persuasive factor.

Robin Doucet (Nature+ post-doctoral fellow) raises a crucial point for the promotion of
lesser-known essences, based on his study of Omvong (high-potential essence). He reveals
that this name conceals four botanical species with different properties, only one of which is
actually exploitable. Using a practical example, Robin Doucet's talk highlighted the need to
clearly differentiate between species during forest inventories. In fact, under the name
"Omvong", used in Gabon for the management of certain species of the botanical genus
Dialium, 4 different species are actually grouped together. These 4 species have different
dimensions, ecological requirements and wood properties. The combined use of these
species (i) threatens vulnerable species, (ii) jeopardizes the structures used in job classes 4
and

(iii) underestimate the reconstitution of the resource that can actually be recycled. In order to
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to differentiate these species all year round, trunk and leaf criteria must be used.
be developed.

¢ This highlights the need to refine taxonomic knowledge for inventories and to update
existing knowledge. For each species to be promoted, it is important to analyze each of the
botanical species grouped under this name with regard to their technical wood
characteristics and their availability in the forest, with the aim of only harvesting species with
good characteristics and a strong presence in the forest.

Conclusion

The round table highlighted the successes and challenges of forest management in the Congo Basin.
The second rotation promises to be a complex undertaking, requiring a strong alliance between all
players: governments, funding agencies, consultancies, researchers, companies and local
populations. The diversification of tree species, reforestation, silviculture and the refinement of
taxonomic knowledge are all avenues to be explored for sustainable and economically viable
management.

Day 2 - Friday, October 4

Visit the Port of Antwerp

The Port visit took place on a beautiful autumn morning. 78 participants got up early to take
part in the tour of the Port of Antwerp. We welcomed 51 participants in the French-speaking
bus and 27 in the English-speaking bus. All were impressed by the size of the port and the
expansion and renovation work underway. The two highly professional guides presented the
points of interest with humor throughout the tour, making the discovery as informative as it
was enjoyable.

The Port of Antwerp ranks eleventh in the world and handles more than 16,000 tonnes of goods.
ships a year. It is Europe's second-largest port, after Rotterdam.

SESSION 3: Sustainability and Innovation

Round Table 3.1: Sustainable forest management as a means of preserving biodiversity in the
tropical forests of the Congo Basin

The session began with a reminder of the importance of forests in discussions on biodiversity and
climate, despite their under-representation at international conferences such as the COPs.
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The aim of the round table was to demonstrate how forest certification and new financial tools can
strengthen forest protection.

Round Table
e Maylis BORELLI (FFEM/ZSL biodiversity activities) ATIBT
e Sophie DIROU - WCS
e Fabiola FLEX - Adryada/OBC
e Karl PINCHERELLE - European Parliament
e Tom Van Loon- Interholco
e Joeri ZWERTS - University of Utrecht

Presentation 1: The impact of FSC certification on biodiversity - Joeri Zwerts

Wildlife biologist Joeri Zwerts presented his study on the impact of FSC certification in tropical
forest concessions, particularly in the Congo Basin. He pointed out that although tropical forests
cover only 7% of the earth's surface, they are home to over 60% of vertebrate species.

Methodology: 474 camera traps were installed in 14 concessions (seven FSC-certified and seven
non-certified) to compare the impact of forest management on wildlife. Over 1.3 million animal
photos were analyzed.

Results: FSC-certified concessions are home to more large mammals, such as elephants and
gorillas, and suffer less poaching. Joeri explained that the presence of elephants plays a crucial
role in forest health and carbon storage, as their loss can reduce carbon storage capacity by 7%.

Recommendations: Joeri recommended focusing monitoring efforts on sensitive areas to
optimize resources. He concluded that FSC certification is effective for conservation, but
requires strategic prioritization and intelligent monitoring.

Presentation 2: Organization for Biodiversity Certificates (OBC) - Fabiola Flex

Fabiola Flex presented the OBC, an initiative aimed at creating a market for biodiversity
certificates. Unlike carbon credits, there is as yet no solid business model for valuing
biodiversity, as companies are more concerned with climate issues.
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Methodology: The OBC proposes concrete, measurable actions to facilitate the purchase of
biodiversity certificates by companies.

Partnerships and transparency: OBC works with companies such as Pernod Ricard and Bouygues,
and insists on involving local communities through public-private partnerships (PPPs) and total
transparency.

Deployment: Fabiola invited participants to get involved in pilot projects to test
this methodology in tropical countries.

Presentation 3: High Integrity Forest Initiative (HIFOR) - Sophie Dirou

Sophie Dirou presented the HIFOR initiative, which focuses on forest preservation.
essential for climate regulation and biodiversity.

Methodology: The basic unit is 1 hectare of high-integrity forest preserved over 10 years. Unlike
compensation mechanisms, this is a voluntary contribution to conservation.

Applications and financing: HIFOR offers a robust, independently validated methodology, and
seeks to attract innovative financing, such as blended finance, as well as integrating mechanisms
such as green bonds.

Panel discussions

Tom Van Loon highlighted the high costs of FSC certification and the need for mechanisms to
value environmental benefits (wildlife conservation, carbon storage) to offset these costs.

Karl Pincherelle explained that, unlike the carbon market, the economic model for biodiversity
remains to be developed, while working on positive value chains for biodiversity.

Concluding the panel, Maylis Borelli highlighted the key role of certified forest concessions in
conservation, and stressed the need to valorize their efforts. She mentioned the increase in
subsidies for biodiversity and the setting up of the ATIBT Carbon and Biodiversity Commission.

Questions & Answers

A participant from the DRC expressed concern about the involvement of local communities in
conservation projects. Fabiola Flex replied that full transparency and public-private contracts
(PPPs) guaranteeing benefit-sharing are essential toinvolve communities.

Vincent Istace raised doubts about the causal link between FSC certification and conservation.
Joeri Zwerts acknowledged that some concessions already benefit from favorable conditions,
but stressed that FSC certification significantly reduces poaching pressure and promotes
wildlife conservation.

Conclusion

Theround table illustrated ongoing efforts to strengthen biodiversity protection in tropical
forests through tools such as FSC certification, biodiversity certificates (OBC), and the HIFOR
initiative. Speakers highlighted
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the importance of structuring financing and value-adding mechanisms to ensure that
these efforts can be sustained on a large scale.

The general consensus was that, while certification and new financial tools are having a
measurable positive impact, challenges remain, particularly with regard tofinancing
certified concessions, involving local communities, and creating a robust market for
biodiversity.

LX

Watch the video
Find all presentations on our website

Round Table 3.2: Update on Forest Carbon Projects

Introduction :
- Carbon forestry projects in Central Africa - Pierre SCHUELLER, TEREA

Presentations :
- European public policy on carbon regulations - Karl PINCHERELLE - European Parliament
- Major reforestation projects in Coéte d'lvoire - Elvire Joelle MAILLY ZOUZOU, Directeur de
cabinet du Ministre des Eaux et Foréts, Conservateur Général de la République de Coéte
d'lvoire
- The limits of the CRCF on forest carbon projects and presentation of the Nature Based
Solutions Coalition - Fabiola FLEX- Adryada

Round Table
. Vincent ISTACE - CIB Olam

Fabiola FLEX - Adryada

Karl PINCHERELLE - European Parliament

Pierre SCHUELLER - TEREA

Elvire MAILLY ZOUZOU- Ministry of Forests, RCI
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This round table takes place against a backdrop of growing climate urgency and recognition of the
crucial role of tropical forests in the fight against climate change. Faced with rampant deforestation
and the challenges of conservation and sustainable forest management, forest carbon projects are
emerging as a promising solution for reconciling economic development and environmental
protection, and as a lever for innovative financing of sustainable tropical forest management.

It follows on from the previous session on biodiversity, and aims to examine the current status of
forest carbon projects in Central Africa and tropical countries. The discussion focuses on the
opportunities and challenges associated with these projects, as well as recommendations for their
future development.

The round table was organized as follows

Introduction: Pierre Schueller (Terea), secretary of ATIBT's Carbon and Biodiversity

Commission, gave an overview of forest carbon projects in Central Africa. He emphasized the

crucial role of preserving tropical forests, particularly in the Congo Basin, in the fight against

climate change. He emphasized the importance of sustainable management of these vast

expanses of forest (240 million hectares in the Congo Basin) and the need to find new

incentives to support it, beyond the traditional logging model.

It then introduces the notion of innovative finance, in particular carbon markets, as a

promising avenue for sustainable forest management. It presents the two main categories of

carbon markets (regulated and voluntary), and details the three main types of forestry

projects eligible for these markets:

- REDD+ (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation): Projects
focusing on the conservation of existing forests.

- A/R (Afforestation/Reforestation) : Afforestation projects on deforested or non-forested
land.

- IFM (Improved Forest Management): Projects to improve sustainable forest
management practices.

Despite Africa's considerable potential for forest carbon projects, he notes the low number

of registered projects on the continent, particularly in the Congo Basin. He identifies several

obstacles to their development:

- Economic constraints: Forest carbon projects are often costly to implement, especially
afforestation projects, which require substantial investment.

- Institutional obstacles: In many countries, the legal and institutional framework is not
yet sufficiently developed to provide an effective framework for these projects.

- Reputational obstacles: The credibility of REDD+ projects has been called into question
in recent years, which has damaged the reputation of forest carbon projects in general.
Presentation of the CRCF, in the form of a dialogue between Karl Pincherelle (European
Parliament) and Fabiola Flex (Adryada and representing the NBS Coalition): the CRCF is the

new
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European regulation on carbon certification. Pincherelle began by presenting the rationale
behind this regulation: to guarantee the quality of carbon credits, ensure market
transparency and distinguish between different types of credits according to their
permanence. He stressed the importance of integrating biodiversity into carbon projects, a
point that was included in European legislation after intense negotiations. Flex then
presented the Nature Based Solutions Coalition, a coalition of over 20 European and
international companies seeking to influence the European authorities on CRCF regulations,
and in which ATIBT is a member. She expressed the NBS coalition's concerns, in particular the
classification of forest carbon credits as "temporary" in the CRCF. It called for recognition of
the permanence of these credits and the quality of forestry projects, pointing out that this
classification could dissuade investors and hinder the development of the carbon market for
forestry projects. This constructive dialogue highlighted different points of view on the CRCF,
and paved the way for future collaboration to improve the way forestry projects are taken
into account in European CRCF regulations.

Vincent Istace, representing CIB OLAM, emphasizes the need for innovative financial tools,
such as carbon finance, for forestry companies in Central Africa. Such financing is crucial to
support three key aspects: conservation, forest regeneration and the social development of
local communities. He insists that investment in these areas is not superfluous, but a
necessity to ensure the viability of the dominant business model for forest concessions in the
region. The changing context makes these investments increasingly costly, hence the
importance of exploring new financing models that go beyond the simple sale of timber.
Elvire Mailly Zouzou, from Coéte d'lvoire's Ministry of Water and Forests, presents the
country's ambitious reforestation initiatives. She highlights Cote d'lvoire's commitment to
restoring its forest cover, and details several major projects involving various partners and
donors. These projects target intensive reforestation and large-scale agroforestry. However,
she acknowledges that mobilizing additional funding remains a major challenge if the
objectives of the national reforestation strategy are to be fully achieved. She concludes by
inviting investors and partners to seize the opportunities offered by Céte d'lvoire for
investment in reforestation.

Key messages :

The importance of forest carbon projects in the fight against climate change.
The need for clear regulations to attract investment.

Integrating biodiversity into carbon projects.

The importance of transparency and risk management.

The need for financing to develop large-scale projects.

Opportunities:

The development of the carbon market offers a new source of financing for the conservation
and sustainable management of forests.

Growing awareness of the importance of biodiversity is creating funding opportunities for
projects that integrate both aspects.

Government initiatives, as in Cote d'lvoire, are creating a favorable environment for
investment.

Challenges:

Lack of regulatory clarity in some countries, particularly with regard to carbon ownership and
benefit sharing.
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- Country risk and negative perception of the forestry sector.

- The high cost of reforestation projects.

- The need for transparency and robust monitoring mechanisms to guarantee the quality of
carbon credits.

Recommendations:
- Develop clear, incentive-based regulatory frameworks for forest carbon projects.
- Implement risk management mechanisms to reassure investors.
- Strengthen communication and awareness-raising to improve the image of the forestry sector.
- Encourage projects that integrate biodiversity and carbon.
- Facilitating access to financing for project developers.
- Promote transparency and benefit-sharing with local communities.

Key issues raised:
- How to deristify investment in forest carbon projects in Africa?
- How can we ensure transparency and accountability in project management?
- How can we create economic interest for private investors while ensuring that benefits are
shared equitably with local communities?

The round table highlighted the importance of forest carbon projects and the need for
collaboration between the various players to overcome obstacles and unleash their full
potential.

Watch the video
Find all presentations on our website

Round table 3.3: THE ROLE OF PROFESSIONAL TRAINING IN SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT IN
THE CONGO BASIN

Introduction and background :

The session, moderated by Hortense Ella-Menye Batindek, addressed how continuing vocational
training can support sustainable forest management in the Congo Basin. The panel included several
speakers:

e Elise Mazeyrac (ATIBT)

e Jacques Xu (Bonus Harvest)

e Alain Tiotsop (ATIBT Congo)

e Paulette Ebina (Forestry Director, Congo)

Presentation by Elise Mazeyrac (ATIBT):

e Importance of continuous training: Elise Mazeyrac explained that continuous training is
crucial to enable workers to adapt throughout their professional careers, particularly in
technical sectors such as the forestry-wood industry. She pointed out that the quality of
training is often low in Central Africa due to a lack of technical skills, obsolete equipment,
and programs that are not aligned with the sector's current needs.
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e ADEFAC project: This project, led by ATIBT, aims to develop a range of continuing training
courses tailored to the needs of players in the forestry and timber sector in four Central
African countries. ADEFAC promotes the co-construction of training modules between
institutions, companies and administrations.

e Challenges identified: Among the challenges, she mentioned the low level of involvement of
companies in the governance of training, resistance to change within companies, and the low
attractiveness of forestry-wood trades.

Jacques Xu (Bonus Harvest):

e Jacques Xu, representative of the Chinese forestry company Bonus Harvest in Gabon, talked
about his company's experience with continuous training, particularly as part of the FSC
certification process. He explained that certification has encouraged the company to develop
a three-year training plan, covering technical skills and human resources management.
Jacques pointed out that continuous training is often neglected in Asian companies based in
Africa, but that it is essential to ensure the sustainability and performance of companies.

Alain Tiotsop (ATIBT Congo):

e Stakeholder mobilization: Alain Tiotsop described the process of mobilizing various
stakeholders (public administrations, companies, carpenters' associations, etc.) to improve
continuing training in Congo as part of the ADEFAC project. This included identifying
beneficiaries, signing partnership agreements and organizing workshops across the country.

¢ Results achieved: Over 100 trainers have been trained in various topics such as forward-
looking management of jobs and skills. Alain also mentioned action training courses designed
to help trainers develop training modules tailored to the needs of the forestry-wood sector.

Speech by Paulette Ebina (Congo Ministry of Forest Economy) :

¢ Thematic working group: Paulette Ebina explained that the Congolese administration has
taken an active part in setting up a thematic working group to steer continuing training, in
collaboration with training institutions and private companies. This group is subdivided into
sub-groups (labeling, financing, etc.) working on specific training modules, such as wood
drying and varnishing.

¢ Funding mechanism: She pointed out that an employability support fund exists in the Congo,
but that it was "discovered" through discussions with stakeholders. This fund is currently
structured to contribute to the long-term financing of continuing training in the sector.

Questions from the public :

e Ben Boubakar from Cote d'lvoire asked two questions:
o Sustainable funding mechanism: He asked whether a sustainable funding mechanism
for vocational training existed in the Congo, similar to the FDFP in Cote d'lvoire.
o Training certificates: He asked whether learners received certificates at the end of
training courses, and whether these were officially recognized.
Answers:
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e Paulette Ebina confirmed the existence of a financing mechanism, but this is still being
structured with the players involved. She specified that the Employability Support
Fund is one of the tools that will be used.

* Elise Mazeyrac and Alain Tiotsop explained that, for the time being, learners receive
training certificates issued by local institutions or by the ATIBT. However, these
attestations are not yet officially recognized certificates at national or international
level.

Prospects and opportunities :

* Elise Mazeyrac concluded by saying that, although significant progress has been made under
the ADEFAC project, there is still work to be done to sustain these efforts. She spoke of the
importance of finding funding to continue after the end of ADEFAC, and to prevent current
efforts from collapsing once the project is over.

e Jacques Xu reiterated the importance of ongoing training to enhance the skills of the
and company performance.

e Alain Tiotsop stressed the need to continue developing and validating training modules to
meet the growing needs of the sector.

Conclusion of the session :

The session ended with discussions on the need to maintain the current momentum in terms of
vocational training in the forestry-wood sector. The ADEFAC project has helped build capacity in several
Central African countries, but the continuation of these efforts will largely depend on the ability of
local players to secure financing and structure recognized training systems.

Watch the video
Find all presentations on our website
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Closing speech

The President of ATIBT expressed her deep gratitude to everyone for the success of the
Forum. Speakers and panelists, translators, all participants, the ATIBT team, were all thanked
for creating an atmosphere of collaboration and sharing.

The President described the forum as a moment of reflection and inspiration for the future
of our sector.

Other Forum highlights
HIGH-LEVEL ROUND TABLE

Moderated by Sven Walter of the FAO, this round table brought together representatives of

the European Commission, CITES and SRG, government representatives from African

countries, COMIFAC and the heads of the FSC and PAFC certification systems for frank and

direct exchanges on the crucial subjects of CITES, EUWR and the tropical timber sector in

general. The first part of the round table focused on the challenges of the EUDR, taking into

account the sudden announcement of the postponement by the European Commission. The

second part was devoted to CITES, with the decision to set up a multi-stakeholder
monitoring unit.

The round table discussions were not recorded in order to preserve the confidentiality of the information.
confidentiality of exchanges.

ROUND TABLE ON THE CHINESE MARKET

Moderated by Ms Gao Ya, FSC Global Value Chain Development Manager and former
Director of International Cooperation for the China Timber and Wood Products Distribution
Association (CTWPDA), the China Market Round Table was held on October 3 from 5:30 to
6:30 pm. Over 50 Forum participants chose to take part in this specific event because of their
interest in the world's second largest economy and leading market for tropical wood
products.
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The panelists were Mr Zhu Yinlong, Fortune Linkers, Mr Li Dongming, Shanghai Puhui
Industry & Trade Co, Ms Zheng Xiaoyun, Shanghai Oak Yun Lumber Co, Ltd,

Mr Zhang Min, Suzhou Tejing Trading Co, Ltd, Mr Pierre Luo, Union Forestiere des Industries
Asiatiques du Gabon (UFIAG) and Mr Jacques Xu, Bonus Harvest.

Mr. Li Peixin, Market Director of the Shanghai Timber Trade Association (STTA) gave an
update on the Chinese tropical timber market. Various topics were then discussed, and the
STTA director shared first-hand information on how new market trends, national strategies
and China's sustainable development goals are expected to impact demand for tropical
wood in China in the coming years. 5 a 10

next years. Opportunities for tropical wood products from
sustainably managed forests on the Chinese market were discussed.

The main purpose of the luncheon was to enable the new FSC
Managing Director, Suhbra Bhattacharjee, to introduce herself to
representatives of certified companies in the Congo Basin in an
informal setting. Representatives from CEB/Precious Woods,
Interholco, Olam Agri, Pallisco and Rougier attended the lunch. It
was also an opportunity to thank Kim Carstensen, who has been at
the helm of the FSC for 14 years.

During the meeting, various topics of importance to certified dealers were discussed. For
example, FSC was asked to continue and intensify its positive communication efforts
concerning the sustainable management of tropical forests.

Of course, there was also the question of IFLs and the implementation of the motion put
forward by the ATIBT at the last FSC AGM in Bali.

General assessment of the Forum

The 2024 edition of the ATIBT Forum was a real success for many of our members. We are
delighted to have once again brought together a large number of companies and partners,
as well as representatives of institutions from consumer and producer countries.

Numerous feedbacks from participants confirm the positive impact of these two intense
days.

Despite the absence of certain EU authorities, the frank discussions on questions relating to
the implementation of the EUDR have been useful, even if the implementation of this
regulation is no longer immediate.

The postponement of the RDUE is seen as an opportunity for the timber sector to prepare
more effectively for the implementation of the regulation, clarify the grey areas of the
regulation, but it will be necessary to maintain the mobilization of the private sector and
avoid any slackening of efforts.
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of preparation. Above all, it will be necessary to clarify ambiguous points in the regulation,
notably the definition of forest degradation and the obligations of traders.

ATIBT will of course continue to support companies in using the information system, offering
training and technical support.

From the point of view of exporting countries, while the postponement of the regulation's
application was generally well received, it became clear that effective implementation of the
EUDR will require close collaboration between all players in the value chain, more
transparent communication on the part of the EU, and greater consideration of local
specificities.

Certification bodies such as FSC and PEFC have a key role to play in raising public awareness
and supporting responsible practices. This timeframe should therefore be used to build a
solid, sustainable framework for the EUDR, contributing to a sustainable future for the
timber industry.

The presence of authorities from the Congo Basin and the Secretary General of CITES also
enabled important discussions to take place concerning trade in certain species. As the
number of CITES Appendix 2 listings increases, new resources are needed in both producing
and importing countries to ensure that trade in these species remains fluid. A general lack of
qualified personnel and adequate resources has been noted, affecting the effectiveness of
the convention's implementation, both in Central Africa and in Europe. In particular, Belgian
customs acknowledged that the team has no additional resources to cope with the increase
in the number of CITES-listed species, but stressed the high level of motivation of its team
and the importance of partnerships in carrying out their mission.

It is crucial to build the capacity of Central African countries by providing targeted financial
support to enable them to respond effectively to CITES requirements. Efforts must be made
to ensure that these countries have the necessary resources to comply with the rules of the
convention. Forestry companies emphasize the importance of more transparent
communication and clear guidelines from the European Union regarding CITES timber
import requirements. Such communication would promote better compliance while
reducing the risk of unintentional errors.

A CITES Appendix 2 listing can have positive repercussions for forestry companies, provided
that all stakeholders rigorously adhere to the convention's principles. On the other hand,
any deviation from these principles could be detrimental to companies, compromising their
compliance and reputation on the international market.

Preparations for the next CITES COP, scheduled for December 2025, were naturally on the
agenda, with Central African countries mobilized to work together in concertation processes,
in order to highlight the region's assets in meeting the convention's requirements.
Well-designed and implemented management plans make it possible to anticipate the
renewal of concession contracts for a second rotation. The overall assessment of the first
rotation is positive, although challenges remain, notably the need to diversify species
harvesting. Researchers and companies confirm that a "product approach" is best suited to
solving this challenge. The promotion of new species is very costly, and requires: research
into
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analysis of the technical characteristics of the wood for all species grouped by species name;
tests for any heat treatments needed to improve these characteristics; and inventories to
determine their distribution in the forest. Staff training is also important to ensure that only
species with good technical characteristics and a strong presence in the forest can be
harvested and subsequently processed.

To prepare management plans for the second rotation, it is important to redo management
inventories, use innovative technologies, and take into account new environmental and
social issues. The integration of silviculture, including reforestation, could help increase
regeneration and reconstitution rates for certain species, and still requires a great deal of
research. A complete review of the first rotation and collaboration between all the players
involved will enable us to draw up specific legislation for the second rotation.

The importance of forest carbon projects was emphasized once again, as was the need for
collaboration between the various players to overcome obstacles. In a context and at a time
when sustainable tropical forest management is facing a paradigm shift, with the current
model relying more on past practices and having reached certain limits, innovative finance
and nature-based solutions, whether from carbon or biodiversity, are real levers enabling
these models to endure and evolve in the future. While carbon markets have been around
for a long time and are sometimes called into question, the economic model for biodiversity
has yet to be developed, and promises great opportunities.

COMIFAC has indicated that it would like to finalize a new agreement with ATIBT. Among
other objectives, this agreement will enable us to work together to prepare the sector's
participation in the COP Climate and COP Biodiversity meetings.

In terms of vocational training, the ADEFAC project has helped build capacity in several
Central African countries, but the continuation of these efforts will largely depend on the
ability of local players to secure financing and structure recognized training systems. Various
prospects and opportunities were mentioned. Although significant progress has been made
under the ADEFAC project, there is still work to be done to sustain these efforts. The
importance of finding funding to continue after the end of this project was raised, to
prevent current efforts from collapsing once the project is over. The SP reiterated the
importance of ongoing training to improve staff skills and company performance, and
stressed the need to continue developing and validating training modules to meet the
sector's growing needs.
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Satisfaction questionnaire

The satisfaction questionnaire sent out to participants shortly after the forum, and
completed by almost 50% of them, revealed that a clear majority were ready to return for
another edition, and even recommended the event to their partners and colleagues.

Seriez-vous intéressé(e) a participer a nouveau a un forum ATIBT ?

Plus de détails {J: Apercus
® o 48
. Non 0

More than half the respondents were satisfied and/or very satisfied with the content of the
presentations and the diversity of the speakers. All the round tables were packed to
capacity, with an almost constant attendance rate. The vast majority of participants also
praised the networking opportunities offered.

Globalement, comment évaluez-vous la qualité des sessions et des interventions ?

Plus de détails {+ Aperqus

. Tres satisfaisantes 23
@ satisfaisantes 22
@ WMoyennement satisfaisantes -

@ nsatisfaisantes 0

Avez-vous trouvé les opportunités de networking (soirée de gala, pauses) suffisantes ?

Plus de détails {J: Apercus

® ou 39
. Non 4
@ rartiellement 4

The gala dinner and port visit were particularly popular, and were highlights of the event.
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Avez-vous apprécié la soirée de gala 7

Plus de détails £F Apergus

20
15
Evaluation moyenne 10 I
5
0 — -
3 4 5

We are proud to have been able to make this event possible, and thus contribute to the

development of ambitious strategies for finding solutions, promoting and improving the
sustainable management of tropical forests.
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Thanks

ATIBT would particularly like to thank the following people and organizations:

For their personal involvement

O O O O O O O O O O

HEM Jules DORET NDONGO, Minister of Forests and Wildlife of Cameroon

SEM Abou Dosso, Ambassador of Cote d'lvoire to Belgium

Mrs lvonne Higuero, Secretary General of CITES

Ms Flore Pambo Koumba, Representative of the Gabonese Minister of Water and Forests
Mr Hervé Maidou, Executive Secretary of COMIFAC

Mr Kim Carstensen, outgoing FSC Executive Director

Mrs. Subhra Bhattacharjee, New FSC Executive Director

Mr Michael Berger, General Secretary

Mr Luc Arnouts, Vice-President of the Port of Antwerp

Mr Sven Walter, FAO For

their financial support

O O O O O O

German cooperation via GIZ as part of the TTT program

ITTO

The European Union through the ASP Pacte Vert Cameroun project
AFD through the ADEFAC program

FSC International

PEFC International

The strong participation of delegations from the Republic of Cameroon and the Republic of
Cote d'lvoire was particularly appreciated. We would like to thank these delegations, as well
as the representatives of the Republic of Congo, Gabon, the Central African Republic and the
Democratic Republic of Congo!

Finally, ATIBT would like to thank the event's moderator Claude Garcia, the translation
teams and all the speakers who contributed to the richness of these round tables and
discussions!
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Appendix 1

8:30-9:00 Welcome and registration of participants
Home

09:00 Forum opening remarks

e A word from Luc ARNOUTS, Vice-President of the Port of Antwerp

* A word from Francoise VAN DE VEN, President of ATIBT

* A word from international forestry institutions (Hervé MAIDOU, Executive Secretary
COMIFAC)

e A word from Flore KOUMBA PAMBO, PFCB Co-facilitator, representing Gabon's Minister of
Water and Forests

¢ A word from HEM Abou DOSSO, Ambassador of Cote d'lvoire to Belgium

e A word from Mr Jules DORET NDONGO, Cameroon's Minister of Forests and Wildlife

Salon Esperanza

9:30-12:30 SESSION 1 The European regulation against deforestation.
How is the tropical forestry sector preparing?
9:30-10:15 Round Table 1.1 - EU RD status at 3 months of implementation

Salon Esperanza

Introduction :
Current situation: Emmanuel PITTO, European Commission (Env F1 Unit) - by videoconference
Panel :

e André DE BOER, ETTF

e Emanuele PITTO, European Commission

e Silvia MELEGARI, CEI-BOIS

¢ Alessandra NEGRI, LCB
¢ Michel VAN DEN BOSSCHE, (Customs)

Questions & Answers

Moderator: Claude Garcia

10.15-10.30 : Break

40



10:30-11:30 Round Table 1.2 - The point of view from exporting countries (non-EU)

Salon Esperanza

Panel :

e Ashley AMIDON, Executive Director IWPA

e Elvire Joelle MAILLY ZOUZOU, Directeur de Cabinet du Ministre des Eaux et
Foréts, Conservateur Général de la République de Cote d'lvoire

¢  MOUNCHAROU Djayou Georges Collins, Director CP, Ministry of Forests and Wildlife,
Republic of Cameroon

e Jean Marie NTOUTOUME, SG UFIGA

e LI Peixin, Market Director, Shanghai Timber Industry Association (STTA)

Questions and answers

Moderator: Claude GARCIA

11:30-12:30Round Table 1.3 - How are players in the EU preparing?

Salon Esperanza

Presentations :

e Michael BERGER, General Secretary, PEFC
e Kim CARSTENSEN, Executive Director, FSC
Panels :
e Robbie WEICH, Head of Compliance, Tradelink
e Caroline Duhesme, ATIBT, Presentation of the Timber Trade Portal

Questions and answers

Moderator: Claude GARCIA

12:30-13:30
Lunch

Aurora and Diamond Salons

12:30-13:30
FSC lunch and certified companies (by invitation)

Diamond Lounge
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13:30-16:30 SESSION 2 - Forest management in the Congo Basin
in the context of market trends

13:30-15:30Roundtable 2.1 - CITES: What impact for producer countries? How countries are
mobilizing and preparing for the next CITES COP
Salon Esperanza

Introduction :
Ivonne HIGUERO, Secretary General CITES Presentations

e Background and issues: Franck MONTHE (ATIBT)

e CITES in the COMIFAC space, role, responsibility and challenges: Hervé MAIDOU, (SE
COMIFAC)

¢ Belgian customs and the control of Annex 2 timber: Brenda SANCTORUM
(Customs Antwerp)

o CITES EU: Application of domestic measures for the sustainability of species listed in
Appendix Il of the CITES Convention: Barbara SOTO-LARGO MORENO, President SRG/EU

Panelists:
e Frédéric DJENGO, Forestry Manager, DRC
e Paulette EBINA, Director of Forests, Republic of Congo
¢  Flore KOUMBA PAMBO, Chair of the CITES Plant Committee and CBFP co-facilitator
s  Gabriel MOLA MOTYA, President FIB/DRC

Moderator: Frangoise VAN DE VEN

15:30-17:00 Round table 2.2- Evolution of management plans: from "harvesting" to silviculture
and the role of LKTS
Salon Esperanza

Forest management 2.0; experiences with the elaboration of the first management plan for the
second rotation; experiences with reforestation in forest concessions; approach to valorizing
lesser-known species.

Panelists:

e Nicolas BAYOL (FRMi), Chairman of the ATIBT Forestry and Industry Commission

e Robin DOUCET (Gembloux), PhD forest management

e Stéphanie DAULLE (TEREA), Forest management expert

e Jean GERARD (CIRAD), Wood expert

e Crispin ILUNGA-MULALA MUSHAGALUSA (Gembloux), PhD student reforestation

¢ Hugues Serges MOUIDY BOUNGUENDZY (MINEF Gabon), Director General of Forests
e Yannick NKOULOU (ATIBT), Project Coordinator UFA Reforest

e Markus PFANNKUCH (Precious Woods), Co-CEO

e Armand STOCKMANS (Stockmans Wood Products), General Manager

Moderator: Claude GARCIA

17:00 -17:30Coffee break- Networking
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17:30-18:30 High-level round table (by invitation)

The aim of this round table is to bring together representatives of the
European Commission, CITES and SRG, as well as government representatives
from African countries, COMIFAC and ECCAS, for frank and direct exchanges

on the crucial subjects of CITES, EUDR and the tropical timber sector in
general.

Orlov Salon

Moderator: Sven Walter (FAO)

17.30 - 18.30 China Market Roundtable
Salon Esperanza

18:30-19:00 - Networking

20:00 Gala Dinner

Aurora & Diamond
showrooms

7:15 Meeting point for bus departure

7:30-9:45 Visit to the Port of Antwerp

9:45-10: 00Back to the hotel/Coffee break

10:00-13:00 SESSION 3: Sustainability and Innovation

10:00-11:00 Theme 3.1: Sustainable forest management as a means of preserving biodiversity in
the tropical forests of the Congo Basin
Salon Esperanza

Introduction/Keynotes :

e Biodiversity in certified companies - Joeri ZWERTS - University of Utrecht

e Incentives for good practice - Presentation by the Organization for Biodiversity

Certificates OBC - Fabiola FLEX- Adryada/OBC

e High Integrity Forest investment initiative HIFOR -- Sophie DIROU - WCS
Round Table

e Maylis BORELLI (FFEM/ZSL biodiversity activities) ATIBT

e Sophie DIROU - WCS

e Fabiola FLEX - Adryada/OBC

e Karl PINCHERELLE - European Parliament

e Tom Van Loon- Interholco
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e Joeri ZWERTS - University of Utrecht
Moderator: Claude GARCIA

11:00-12:00 Topic 3.2: Update on Forest Carbon Projects

Salon Esperanza

Introduction :
- Carbon forestry projects in Central Africa - Pierre SCHUELLER, TEREA

Presentations :

- European public policy on carbon regulations - Karl PINCHERELLE - European
Parliament

- Major reforestation projects in Cote d'lvoire - Elvire Joelle MAILLY ZOUZOU,
Directeur de cabinet du Ministre des Eaux et Foréts, Conservateur Général de la
Cote d'lvoire.
Republic of Ivory Coast

- The limits of the CRCF on forest carbon projects and presentation of the Nature Based
Solutions Coalition - Fabiola FLEX- Adryada

Round Table
. Vincent ISTACE - CIB Olam

Fabiola FLEX - Adryada

Karl PINCHERELLE - European Parliament

Markus PFANNKUCH - CEB/Precious Woods

Pierre SCHUELLER - TEREA

Elvire MAILLY ZOUZOU- Ministry of Forests, RCI

Questions and answers from the floor

Moderator: Claude GARCIA
Resource: Pierre SCHUELLER (TEREA)
12:00-13.00 - Theme3.1: The role of vocational training in sustainable forest management in
the Congo Basin

Salon Esperanza

Introduction/Keynotes :
e Elise MAZEYRAC (ATIBT) "The importance of continuing education".

Presentations/Moderator's questions :

e Business practice - Jacques XU (Bonus Harvest)
e Congo experience - Alain TIOTSOP (ATIBT Congo)

Questions and answers :

Moderator: Hortense ELLA-MENYE BATINDEK (ATIBT)

14:00-15:00 FORUM  CLOSES
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Closing address: Francoise Van de Ven, President of ATIBT
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