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EUTR basics

• European Union Timber Regulation 

• Main objective: address the presence of illegal timber by 

denying it access to the EU market 

• Main requirement: obligation to conduct due diligence on 

timber products for entities placing timber for the 1st time 

on the EU market (operators)

The 27 EU Member States



The EUTR position on certification

• Several timber products are explicitly exempt from EUTR due diligence: 

• FLEGT licence

• CITES permits 

• Specific products (based on custom codes, for example musical instruments)

➢Certification is not one of those cases 

➢ It is not a green lane under EUTR 



The EUTR position on certification

What does it mean? 

• It means even certified supplies need to be included in the due diligence systems of 

operators 

• It does not mean that it changes nothing: certification can be taken into account as a 

tool and may considerably ease the due diligence process & lower risk of illegality



Collection of official EUTR documents

EU Timber Regulation

EU Implementing 

Regulation
EU Commission Notice - CITES

EU Guidance document

FLEGT – EUTR Expert 

group guidance documents



Collection of official EUTR documents

➢https://ec.europa.eu/environment/forests/timber_regulation.htm

Scroll down…

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/forests/timber_regulation.htm
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EUTR reference

• Background information on forest certification 

• Reiterates: 

• Legal coverage 

• Nature and frequency of audits 

• Exclusion of unknown material (chain of custody + specific product covered) 



EUTR reference

• Qualification of third-party organisation & schemes



EUTR reference

• Checks on portion of material coming from non-certified forests

→ Mix claims



EUTR reference

• Documented shortcomings / problems within specific countries of 

operation of the scheme



Criteria for certification schemes

• Let’s unpack this set of EUTR rules and guidance…

• Make sure that the certification scheme used within a DDS is compliant with the 

EUTR criteria:

1. System and checks qualities

2. Traceability and risk of mixing 

3. Legality coverage



EUTR requirements for certification

Requirements 1: System and checks qualities 

• Publicly available requirements 

• Independent checks (third-party, qualified) 

• Regular checks (not more than each 12 months) 

• Physical checks (mandatory field visits)

• Scheme benchmark (e.g. ISO / ISEAL standards) → Guidance



System & checks quality

Fictive certification scheme “Perfect timber”

• Standards are not available publicly 

• The certification body (auditor) may be a sister 

company to the certificate holder (auditee)

• Audits are conducted every 6 years

• Audits may be conducted 100% remotely 

Publicly available requirements 

Independent checks

Regular checks

Physical checks

→ Does NOT comply with EUTR criteria to be used within risk assessment or mitigation



EUTR requirements for certification

Requirements 2: Traceability & risk of mixing requirement

• Traceability at any point of the supply chain

• Forest

• Any entity taking legal possession of the material

• Sufficient controls to avoid mixing with material illegally harvested or 

of unknown origin

➢ Specific point of attention for timber sourced from non-certified 

forests entering the supply chain (“controlled” material)



Traceability requirements

Can the system ensure traceability of certified material?

• Usually dealt with Chain of custody (COC) Standards for entities along the 

supply chain 

• Use of claims and rules on handling material (segregation processes: transfer, 

mass balance, credit systems…)

• Discussions on volume reconciliation

• Detection of false claims 



Traceability requirements

How robust are checks conducted on material sourced from non-certified 

forests? 

• The entity including timber from non-certified forest shall assess risks of 

illegality 

• Standards on how to conduct such checks 

• Process very similar to EUTR Due diligence 

• “Controlled” material



System & checks quality

Fictive certification scheme “Perfect timber”

• Only Forest Management Standard in place 

➢ Once the logs exit the certified forest, there is no 

independent verification of how the timber is 

transformed & traded along supply chains 

→ Does NOT comply with EUTR criteria to be used within risk assessment or mitigation

Traceability 

Control over unknown input



System & checks quality

Fictive certification scheme “Wonder timber”

• Timber processing entities can include timber 

from non-certified forests

• They only have to obtain a self-declaration 

from their supplier that the timber has been 

produced legally 

→ Does NOT comply with EUTR criteria to be used within risk assessment or mitigation

Sufficient checks on the legality 

of timber sourced from non-

certified forests 



EUTR requirements for certification

Requirement 3: Legality coverage

• Requirements must include compliance with legality 

• The definition of applicable legislation must be similar 

to the EUTR definition (at least)



“Applicable legislation” means the legislation in force in the country of harvest on:

1. Rights to harvest timber within legally gazetted boundaries

2. Payments for harvest rights and timber including duties related to timber harvesting

3. Timber harvesting, including environmental and forest legislation including forest 

management and biodiversity conservation, where directly related to timber harvesting

4. Third parties’ legal rights concerning use and tenure that are affected by timber 

harvesting

5. Trade and customs, in so far as the forest sector is concerned

➢ Art 2.h EU Timber Regulation No 995/2010

Applicable legislation



Examining legal coverage

1. Legal right to harvest. 

2. Taxes and fees

3. Timber harvesting activities

4. Third parties’ rights

5. Trade and transport

Fictive certification scheme “More perfect timber”

Forest Management Standard

• Criterion 1: The Organisation shall have legal rights to operate in the 

Management Unit 

• Criterion 2: The Organisation shall comply with the applicable national 

laws relating to harvesting activities

• Criterion 3: The Organisation shall recognise and uphold legal rights of 

local communities and Indigenous Peoples

• Criterion 4: The Organisation shall comply with the applicable national 

laws relating to the transportation and trade of forest products

→ Does not entirely cover the EUTR definition of applicable legislation



Examining legal coverage

1. Legal right to harvest. 

2. Taxes and fees

3. Timber harvesting activities

4. Third parties’ rights

5. Trade and transport

For these categories, we 

can conclude low risk of 

illegality 



Examining legal coverage

1. Legal right to harvest. 

2. Taxes and fees

3. Timber harvesting activities

4. Third parties’ rights

5. Trade and transport

For this category, we 

shall have a closer look



Examining legal coverage

2. Taxes and fees

As in a regular risk assessment process: 

What is the legislation in place at 

the country level? 

Is the legislation in place 

consistently complied with? 

YES NO

The risk of non-compliance with applicable 

legislation on taxes and fees must be 

mitigated with a tailored mitigation action 

We can conclude low 

risk of illegality



Examining legal coverage

➢ Additional mitigation actions are 

required only if a gap in legality 

coverage is detected and where 

there is a risk of non-compliance at 

the country level



Examining legal coverage

5 broad categories of legislation

• EUTR guidance lists (non-exhaustive) examples

• Level of detail can vary & approach might slightly differ 

between organisations 

• The main forest certification schemes do include those 5 

broad categories

• Some organisations target the 5 broad categories

1. Legal right to harvest. 

2. Taxes and fees

3. Timber harvesting activities

4. Third parties’ rights

5. Trade and transport



Examining legal coverage

5 broad categories of legislation

• Some choose to further detail those categories

• Comprehensive outlook

• Align assessments (country risk assessments or schemes 

assessments)

• E.g. Preferred by Nature has made a list of 21 sub-

categories 

Annex 1 LegalSource Standard



Including certification within 

a due diligence system



Including certification within a DDS

1. Evaluate the certification scheme to accept it as part of the DDS

2. Include the use of certification in the due diligence procedures

• Access to information

• Risk assessment 

• Risk mitigation

3. Apply your due diligence procedures and conduct appropriate checks on 

individual certified supply chains



Evaluating & using certification schemes

• Decision to include a certification scheme within a DDS

• Make sure you can justify that the certification scheme used within a DDS is compliant with 

the EUTR criteria 

1. System and checks qualities

2. Traceability and risk of mixing 

3. Legality coverage

• Keep records that can be shown

• Challenging analytical step ahead of using certification 



Evaluating & using certification schemes

• Tools are available:

• Assessment frameworks

• Scheme holders self-evaluation

• Third-party evaluations

Preferred by Nature

Dutch authorities TPAC

WWF

http://www.nepcon.org/sites/default/files/library/NEPCon-Certification-System-Evaluation-Standard.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjfvan2kMvvAhUqUBUIHVO6C1gQFjACegQIAhAD&url=http%3A%2F%2Fawsassets.panda.org%2Fdownloads%2F2016_cat_4_fact_sheet.pdf&usg=AOvVaw0bMr4mHTVwwrscTuYVImcO


Evaluating & using certification schemes

• Tools are available:

• Assessment frameworks

• Scheme owners self-evaluation

• Third-party evaluations

FSC

PEFC

https://ic.fsc.org/file-download.eu-timber-regulation-implementation-guide.a-13.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regexpert/index.cfm?do=groupDetail.groupDetailDoc&id=24441&no=6


Evaluating & using certification schemes

• Tools are available:

• Assessment frameworks

• Scheme holders self-evaluation

• Third-party evaluations

Preferred by Nature

WWF

Proforest - ETTF



Plugging certification within the DD procedures

The use of certification systems will 

have an impact in all the 3 main steps 

of a due diligence system.

• Setting up the system / written procedures 

• Implementation of the procedures



Plugging certification within the DD procedures

A. Mandatory information to collect for each supply chain are still a 

requirement

✓ Description of the product

✓ Quantity (of material placed on the EU market)

✓ Supplier (tier 1)

✓ Buyer (Not applicable to retailers)

✓ Species (scientific name might be required)

✓ Origin (country, and if applicable, region or concession)

Some amount of supply chain mapping is necessary



Plugging certification within the DD procedures

A. Mandatory information to collect for each supply chain are still a 

requirement

→ Can also be a requirement of the certification scheme



Plugging certification within the DD procedures

B. For each timber supply, gather and check the following information: 

➢ Certification system used

➢ Supplier(s) – validity and scope of certificates

➢ Product being traded – claim applied to the product



Plugging certification within the DD procedures

• Use certification as a credible information indicating legal compliance

➢ No gap in the legality coverage – no risk of illegality

➢ Gap in the legality coverage – assess only the gap

➢ Chain of custody systems ensuring low risk of mixing with 

unknown / illegal material



Plugging certification within the DD procedures

Third party Third party Third party

• Rule A

• Rule B

• Rule C

• Rule D

• Rule E

• Rule F 

• Rule G

• Rule H

• Rule I

Third party

• Rule E

• Rule F 

• Rule G

• Use certification as a credible information indicating legal compliance

➢ Remember that certification is a conformance assessment which is 

by nature more thorough than a risk-based assessment

A 3rd-party conformance assessment

➢Comprehensive for each entity

➢Harmonized checklists

➢ In person / on the field



Plugging certification within the DD procedures

• Rule A

• Rule B

• Rule C

• Rule D

• Rule E

• Rule F 

• Rule G

• Rule H

• Rule I

• Rule E

• Rule F 

• Rule G

• Use certification as a credible information indicating legal compliance

➢ Remember that certification is a conformance assessment which is 

stricter than a risk-based assessment

A risked-based assessment

➢Potential distance between 

assessor / assessed

➢Selected focus

➢Entry point document-based / 

remote



Plugging certification within the DD procedures

• Request after a non conclusive initial assessment on non-certified 

material 

• Work with suppliers along the chain to get a COC certification and 

/ or identify new source of certified material 

• Encourage forest management units to enter forest certification

➢ Do not confuse with one-off independent audits for a specific supplier 

/ supply chain



FLEGT-REDD+ project

Thank you!


