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DID YOU KNOW THAT THERE 
ARE MORE THAN 50,000 
TROPICAL TREE SPECIES? 



LKTS = LESSER KNOWN TIMBER SPECIES
LKS = LESSER KNOWN SPECIES
LUS = LESSER USED SPECIES 
NTS = NON-TRADITIONAL TIMBER SPECIES
LUTS = LESSER USED TIMBER SPECIES
SECONDARY SPECIES
UNDERUTILIZED SPECIES



IT IS NOT ABOUT RARITY AND BEING LESSER KNOWN 

IT IS ABOUT DIVERSITY AND SUSTANIBILITY



LET’S JUST PROMOTE “TIMBER SPECIES DIVERSITY” 



THE MARKET 
AS WE KNOW IT

Azobé = Kaku - Ekki - Bongossi

I want
some
Azobé!

I’ll better get
them some
Azobé!



THE MARKET 
AS IT SHOULD BE

We got some Azobé - but we 
also have; Mukulungu, Tali, 
Okan, Iroko, Karri, Eveuss, 
Eyoum, Congotali, Alep, Bilinga, 
Difou, Kosipo, Movingui, Niové, 
Padouk... and many more!

Tell me more 
about them!

INVENTORY BASED 
PROMOTION



FOREST AVAILABILITY 
– IS THE TREES ACCESSIBLE IN RELEVANT AND SUSTAINABLE VOLUMES?
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SAWMILL COMPLEXITY 
– IS IT WORTH CUTTING?
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MATCHING UP TIMBER WITH APPLICATIONS AND END-USERS   
– TECHNICAL DOCUMENTATION - TESTS - MONITOR LONG TERM PERFORMANCE 
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SPECIFY BY TECHNICAL ATTRIBUTES 
– NOT SPECIES NAMES 

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS 

Strength
Durability
Dimensional stability
Drying properties
Working properties
Thermo treatment
Gluing properties
Paint systems
Fire resistance
Lambda value
Etc. 

MARKET SPECIFICATION

Certification, EUTR, FLEGT
EU Standards (NEN- EN)
LCA
EPD
Etc.



IF YOU WANT TO SELL SHOES

DON’T SHOW YOUR WAREHOUSE



IF YOU WANT TO SELL SHOES

THEN SHOW THE END PRODUCT



IF YOU WANT TO SELL TIMBER

DON’T SHOW YOUR WAREHOUSE



IF YOU WANT TO SELL TIMBER

THEN SHOW THE END PRODUCT

© EcoChoice



WWW.LESSERKNOWNTIMBERSPECIES.COM
BY FSC DENMARK



ANIMAL PARADE

36 species in 3 
wooden animals  
Distributed to 200 
specifiers of wood
Made to inspire! 



FWWW.LESSERKNOWNTIMBERSPECIES.COM

The main purpose of the website is to inspire and guide timber 
and wood users to look for a more diverse selection of timber 
species as a supplement or alternative to the more well-known 
ones. 

The aim is to develop a more diverse timber market to support 
sustainable forestry, improved pricing and regional 
development through the commercialization of a greater 
variety of wood species.

• Available in: English, Spanish, French, Dutch and Mandarin.

• ~ 250 species profiles with basic technical data

• ~ 100 cases on the use of tropical timber

• Promotion of community forestry and smallholders SUPPORTED BY: 





SPECIES



KULBRO VIEW









Building a network











THE FOREST IS LIFE
DO NOT DESTROY IT 





Slides by Jean Gerrad, Cirad
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