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21 Reasons to Use Wood

Sustainable / Speed of construction / Precise / Quality Control / 

Lighter than masonry - concrete / Transportable - storable / Continuous

work patterns / Mass not frame / Dry, clean, non-toxic / Simple site 

procedures / Good in a fire / Flexible - easily changed on site / Services 

integrated offsite / Structure can be the finish / Strong and durable but can 
be replaced if damaged / Warm - own thermal properties
means less insulation / Interesting tactile-flat surfaces / Safe - non 
allergic & healthy to inhabit / Color - intrinsic colours, changed

simply / Compatible with other materials / Has aura, smells great, 
embodies qualities of scale and time

Alex de Rijke, Director of dRMM
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Ode to wood

Wijma Kampen BV

Boogaerdt Hout
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Van den Berg Hardhout BV
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Precious Woods holding
Meerdink Bruggen
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Lingotto HAUT, bron: Team V 
Architectuur
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Patch22, fotograaf: Luuk Kramer
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Increasingly scientific proof

• Life Cycle Analyses (LCA)

• Environmental Product Declaration (EPD)

• Green Building assessment schemes
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“Isn’t all wood sustainable?”

Mark van Benthem, Probos
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NTTA response (I)

• 2003: code of conduct, a.o.:

• preference resp. sourced timb; sanction system 

• 2003: 1st policy plan 2003 – 2005, a.o.:

• selfreporting (country of origin; lkts; volume 
RST; etc.) dialogue stakeholders; comms; csr

• 2006: 2nd policy plan 2006 – 2009, a.o.:

• Reflection 1st plan; target 75% RST in 2009:

• Softwood 100%; tropical 50%; temperate 25%; 
panels 75%
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NTTA response (II)

• 2008: introduction reporting system +
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NTTA response (II)

• 2008: introduction reporting system + 
transparancy

https://www.vvnh.nl/system/files/In
dividuelePrestatie_Hardhout_0.pdf

https://www.vvnh.nl/system/files/IndividuelePrestatie_Hardhout_0.pdf
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NTTA response (III)

• 2010: 3rd policy plan 2010 - 2015, a.o.:
• Increased focus on public procurement
• New targets: 85% overall in 2015:

• 50% hardwoods; 85% panels and 100% softwoods

• 2016: 4th policy plan 2016 – 2020, a.o.:
• Observation: fairly basic; RST is the norm.
• Spotlight on well performing companies
• Encouraging and appealing members lacking

behind (sanctions)
• New targets: 90% overall in 2020:

• 65% hardwoods; 90% panels and 100% softwoods
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Many plans; results?
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Nice, but what is in it for me?
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NTTA 21st century: 
Century of wood
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NTTA 21st century: 
Century of wood

P&R and comms focus:

• Biobased

• Circular economy

• CO2 (Zero Carbon)

• Etc. 

=> Verified sustainable pre-condition, for
scoring well in LCA’s, EPDs etc!
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Monitoring crucial to support  
positive messaging

• Trust in timber

• Transparancy /

credibility

• Monitor progress / 

target interventions

In addition: market 

intelligence (data availability)
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Welcome Thémis!

https://timbermarketsurvey.com
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2022: more dashboarding
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Aggregated data report
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Data: not an end, but a means
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Positive impact CO2 and forests

Source: https://opslagco2inhout.nl/co2-result

E.g. 10,000 m3 Spruce
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Security / data encryption?

• Up-to-date by technical partners Graphius 
& Fonkel

• Backups run daily and are synced and 
encrypted and transported via secured 
connections (https://timbermarketsurvey.com/more-info). 

• NDA, if desired

• TTFs can only link ID to company, unless 
requested differently. Probos sees 
anonymous, aggregated data:

https://timbermarketsurvey.com/more-info
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Security / data encryption?

• Up-to-date by technical partners Graphius & Fonkel

• Backups run daily and are synced and encrypted and 
transported via secured connections 
(https://timbermarketsurvey.com/more-info). 

• TTFs can only link ID to company, unless requested 
differently. Probos sees anonymous, aggregated data

=> fyi: open-source software

https://timbermarketsurvey.com/more-info
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Current uptake and partners

Powered by:
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Conditions for using Thémis (I)

1. Setting sufficiently ambitious targets for 
responsible sourcing by members

2. Share anonymous 
and aggregated 
data at federation 
level with Probos 
(and via Probos, where 
requested, with donors IDH 
and PPECF)
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Aggregated, anonymous federation 
level data used e.g. lobby purposes
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Conditions for using Thémis (II)

3. Commitment to use Thémis for min. 3 
years + work on high response rate

4. Yearly 1,500 EUR per federation for 
hosting, back-up, small bugs, etc. 

=> Recorded in Cooperation Agreement



Stichting Probos: Sustaining forests, supporting sustainably sourced timber

Costs

1. Development + introduction phase 1: 
175,000 EUR + time spent federations

2. Currently application phase 2 (190 K):

a) 3-4 new federations, incl. producers

b) Additional features

c) Impact on carbon + area SFM tropics

d) Explore link EUDR

3. 135 K secured
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Of interest to ETTF and/or more 
individual ETTF members?
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Thank you!


