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International mission-driven non-profit 
organisation

100+ countries 
we work in

350+ 
full-time staff   

32+ million ha 
of certified farm 
and forest land 

30+ years 
of experience   

5,500 organisations 
we work with   

880,000+ 
certified farmers 

and foresters



What we do

Certification Strategic
projects

Sustainability 
advisory 
services

Training and
capacity
building



Certification

We deliver our 

assurance services 

mainly in the form 

of certification.

Eco-labels and 

claims play a crucial 

role in connecting 

responsible forestry, 

agriculture, and 

management with 

both the trade and 

consumers.



Preferred by Nature and EUDR

10+ years of experience 
with the EU Timber 
Regulation (EUTR)

 

30 years of working on 
responsible supply chains 

in 100+ countries

30+ seminars/webinars 
on the EU Deforestation 
Regulation worldwide

Free EUDR toolkit to support 
organisations in compliance

EU objectives fully in line 
with Preferred by Nature’s 

mission and vision

Official EUTR Monitoring 
Organisation



Preferred by Nature 
Certification



Preferred by Nature Certification

Principle 2 

PEOPLES 

wellbeing and 
human rights 
are respected.

Principle 3 

NATURE and 

the environment 
are protected.

Principle 4
CLIMATE 

impacts are 
reduced and 
mitigated.

Principle 1 

MANAGEMENT 
and BUSINESS 

practices are  
responsible.

• Secure land tenure
• Clear management 

rights
• Payment of taxes
• Corruption avoided
• Responsible trade

• Ecosystems protected
• Chemical use

minimised
• Waste management
• Water resources
• Soil conservation
• Animal welfare

• No child labour
• No modern 

slavery
• No discrimination
• Fair payment
• Safe workplaces
• Gender equality
• Indigenous People

• GHG reduction
• Climate 

adaptation
• GHG removal
• Ecosystem 

restoration

4 
principles

25 
criteria

159 
indicators



5 reasons to choose Preferred by Nature Certification

Be part of Preferred 
by Nature Community

An all-in-one standard: 
flexible and adaptable

Advancing 
sustainable practices

The Seal and claims that communicate 
sustainability and carbon compensation efforts

Aligned with the EU 
Deforestation Regulation

1 2

3

4

5



Flexible adaptable all-in-one standard 

Adapted to any scale of 
operations

Used for any commodity 
– commodity adapted

1st standard that blends 
sustainability carbon 
emission reduction and 
compensation efforts

Fast adaptation to new 
regulatory requirements 
and emerging markets

It can be used at all levels of the supply 
chain, in the field and/or for Due Diligence 



Preferred by Nature Certification. Standards

PBN-01

Sustainability 
Framework

How we define 
sustainability

PBN-02 

System 
Requirements

How to ensure 
implementation 
of sustainability 
commitments

PBN-03 

Due Diligence System 
Requirements

How to apply 
a risk-based approach 
to meet sustainability 

requirements in supply 
chains

PBN-05 

Chain of Custody 
and Traceability 

Standard

How to manage 
product claims and 
material tracking

PBN-04 

Seal Use Policy

What is required 
before companies 
can make claims 

and use the 
Preferred by 
Nature Seal

PBN-13

EUDR-aligned 
Indicators

Indicators harmonised 
with the EU 

Deforestation 
Regulation 



Certification categories

Land Use 
Certification 

of Farm and Forest 
Managers

Ensures that farms 
or forests comply with 
relevant Sustainability 

Framework requirements

Chain of Custody 
Certification

Relevant for companies 
transferring a PbN 

Certification claim and/or 
requiring a product 

traceability system to 
meet regulatory or 

company requirements

Due Diligence 
System Certification

For downstream entities 
implementing Due 
Diligence Systems 

in the supply chain and 
land managers where 

regulatory requirements 
exist, such as in the EU

 



Options de Verification

Standard de durabilité
(full version)

Audit seul Audit combine 

159 23 11

indicateurs

Add-on Add-on 

Audit seul

46

indicateurs 
RDUE

Add-on 

add-on indicateurs add-on indicateurs

Standard de legalité
(indicateurs EUDR)



EUDR-aligned standard

Preferred by Nature Certification is aligned with the 
EUDR with clear designation of 46 indicators to check 
compliance

It covers clear links to relevant legality and 
sustainability requirements

It differentiates between timber products and other 
commodities covered by the EUDR



Certificates are renewed every 5 years

Certification decision

Certificate is issued

Annual

audit 1

Annual 

audit 3

Reassessment occurs 3 months before the certificate expiry date

4 annual audits during the verification cycle 

- up to 6 months before the anniversary date

Annual

audit 2

Year 1

Annual

audit 4

Reassessment

audit

If you comply, your 

certificate is renewed

Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5

6 
months

3 
months

In case of non-compliance determined during an annual audit, 

your certificate may be suspended/terminated



The Hummingbird Seal

Certified organisations are allowed to 
make claims about their conformance 
to the requirements. Use the Preferred 
by Nature Seal to: 

For communicating ESG-related 

claims and for ESG reporting

Demonstrate that you care about 

people, nature and the climate

Communicate sustainability and 

carbon compensation efforts



Add-ons | synergies with other certification schemes

We identify and address missing areas 

for a comprehensive evaluation of your 

sustainability practices

Integrating missing aspects into your 

regular audits and maximising efficiency 

& cost savings

Benchmarked against FSC forest 

management, Rainforest Alliance farm 

management requirements

01

02

03

04

05

Utilise Preferred by Nature add-on 

farm-level indicators as an 

EUDR compliance checklist

Meet add-on requirements and 

showcase your sustainability efforts 

with the Hummingbird Seal



Breakdown by country

Preferred by Nature Certification

Sri Lanka: 1

Chile: 4

China: 10

Gabon: 2

Guatemala: 2

Ethiopia: 1

India: 1

Philippines: 4

Thailand: 1

USA: 1

Colombia: 1

Nicaragua: 1

Congo: 1

Lithuania: 27

Bahamas: 1 Democratic 
Republic of 
Congo: 2

Argentina: 6

Peru: 12

Mexico: 30

Costa Rica: 1

Dominican Republic: 13

124
certificates

Ecuador: 1
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Total certificates

Existing certifications New in June Terminated

124
certificates

Number of certificates

Preferred by Nature Certification

11

4

1

1
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Bananas
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4

49

11 1
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Land use
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Preferred by Nature EUDR Scoping Tool 

Self-assessment tool to 
determine your role and 
obligations under EUDR*. Immediate results

Discover your role and 
obligations

Clear next steps

Access for free

Results for companies inside and 
outside of the EU

What to expect:

*Available in English, French, German and Spanish!

SCAN THE QR CODE

or access through 
preferredbynature.org/

EUDR



Blended training courses 
on EUDR & due diligence

❑ Deforestation-free 

requirements

❑ Deforestation risk mitigation

❑ Reporting 

❑ Case studies 

Remote learning + 1 day onsite

This autumn in: Spain, France, Belgium, Germany, UK

❑ EUDR Due Diligence system 

setting

❑ Traceability 

❑ Supply chain identification & 

management 

❑ Supply chain risk assessment



Sourcing Hub

A global resource for understanding sustainability 
risks in agricultural & forestry supply chains, 
to support decision-making from production, 
through processing, to transport and trade

Sustainability 
risks

Risk 
mitigation

Sustainability 
tools & resources



Preferred by Nature Due Diligence Toolkit

1. System 
set-up

5. Reporting 
and 

transparency

4. Responding 
to risks and 

impacts

3. Assessing 
risks

2: Information 
& Supply chains

24 Tools (Word & Excels docs):

9 guides

13 templates

2 sample procedures



Accessing the toolkit

Visit the our webpage

Enter personal information 

(name, email, organisation, country)

Download Zip File of latest versions of all 

tools 

AND access to Individual Tools

Sign up to receive: 

• Updates on the Toolkit

• Promotion of related activities 

(webinars, services)

• Future survey opportunity for needs & 

improvements



Keep in Touch with Us

Nicolas Pillet

Senior Regional Manager – Western Europe

npi@pbn.org | tel. +33 670047805

Preferred by Nature works to support better land 
management and business practices that benefit people, 
nature and climate in 100+ countries.  

FSC  A000535 / FSC accredited certification body l PEFC/01-44-49 

Presentation © PreferredbyNature
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